
Series: Sermon on the Mount Week 4 
Inglewood Commons 
Text: Matthew 5:17-45 

Discussion questions follow the sermon outline and invite 
your group to engage with the message on a more personal 
level. You are welcome to focus on one section, adjust the 
questions to your group's context, or use them in any way 
that works for you. They are just a tool to help your group 
share, engage with the sermon, and be formed and 
encouraged in your experience of faith. There is no need to 
get through them all. 

SUMMARY: First, Jesus welcomes us into a new 
imagination of reality we call the beatitudes. He then talks 
about the life this emerges within us when we allow 
ourselves to be shaped by this vision. Today we're looking at 
the section where he clarifies how this new way of life relates 
to the old,  how the Law gets fulfilled even if the fulfilment 
looks different from what we expected.  

Masterclass on meaningful life

Have you taken any masterclasses recently? How helpful 
were they and what were the limitations? 

Or, think about some of your teachers or mentors, what has 
made you follow them and learn from them? 

Read Matthew 5:17 - 20 

What stands out to you?  

Why do you think Jesus decides to pick up the topic of the 
Law? How would you describe his approach to the Law? 

Truth in conversation

When Jesus speaks about the Law, he has both the written 
law (the Torah with 613 rules, 365 prohibitions, and 248 
impositions) and the oral law (all of the interpretation of 
those rules) in mind. And in the Jewish culture, the written 
law was understood as to be incomplete without the spoken 
law.  

The way Jesus talks about the Law here puts him in 
conversation with two rabbies (oral tradition teachers)  who 
had differing interpretations of the Law: Shammai 
(traditionalist, i.e. "laws are laws") and Hillel (more 
progressive, e.g. "start with the most important laws and 
work your way out from there").  



What categories do you often find yourself caught between?  

What people, organizations, or ideas do you often find 
yourself in conversation with?  How are those dialogues 
shaping you? 

Would you agree that "truth comes to us through the 
dialogues we're in"?  What do you think needs to be in place 
for that to happen?  

Construction

Look at Matthew 5:21-45. 

What is Jesus revealing here about what the fulfilment of the 
law without abolishing it might look like? 

In his message, Scott says that Jesus invites us into a 
journey where we do not have to abolish all the laws and 
stories that don't define us anymore, and we can work to 
fulfill God's goodness by constructing the world as Jesus 
showed us it could be.  

What does it look like in your life today?  
Or, what has helped you on this journey from deconstruction 
to constructing a meaningful life?  

What is the connection between the law and the story in 
which God is at work? 

What would you like to take away from tonight's 
conversation?  

Benediction

As you take the lessons of this Masterclass with you,  
May you pursue truth in conversation with those along the 
way,  
Old voices - new voices - those in community around you, 
May you begin to see your faith as one of the ways that God 
is making And constructing new things out of old ones,  
How you can get to building,   
And how maybe you don't have to demo anymore. 
May you live with courage, knowing that your life with God 
doesn't mean you have an answer or a rule for everything 
you face, 
And that Jesus leads you on a better way. 


