
Series: Sermon on the Mount Week 6 
Inglewood Commons 
Text: Matthew 7:1-6 

Discussion questions follow the sermon outline and invite 
your group to engage with the message on a more personal 
level.  
You are welcome to focus on one section, adjust the 
questions to your group's context, or use them in any way 
that works for you.  
It's just a tool to help your group have a conversation and be 
formed and encouraged in your experience of faith.  

SUMMARY: Today, we're exploring: what Jesus had to say 
about judging others, if there's such a thing as good 
judgement, how judgement is lived out in community, and 
how our interpretation of this passage is connected with our 
view of God and how it can be reframed.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Good Judgement
Read Matthew 7:1-6 

What is your immediate reaction to this passage, i.e., what 
resonates with you, or what strikes you as interesting or 
strange or even harsh?  

What are the spaces in our culture today that thrive on 
judgment? Or, on calling out "judgemental" attitudes?  
Where have you personally experienced judgment in your 
life, or have been asked not to judge?  

The Greek verb for "judge" is krino, and when taken more 
literally, it means "to separate," "to pull apart," "to choose," "to 
estimate," "to question," or "to imagine." 

Is there such a thing as good judgement? What does it look 
like? Where have you experienced it in your life?  



What needs to be in place for a community to be a healthy 
judging community?  

Staring Contest

Consider Matt 7:3-4  

What do you think makes us judge one another? How does 
what Jesus says in these verses shed light on that?  
What is Jesus suggesting here to break this cycle of judging 
and then receiving a judgement in return?  

Marilyn McEntyre says, that "self-examination and an 
appetite for learning" keep you "receptive" to the ways you 
can change, giving you strength to stay in the kinds of face-
to-face, and eye-to-eye encounters that help you flourish 
and grow.  

What helps you personally to move from judgement to 
mercy?  

A New Metaphor

How does carrying an image of an "Angry Judge" God 
impact our relationship with others and even ourselves?  

What is the new metaphor that Jesus gives us for God?  

Is there anything you want to take with you from this 
conversation, or Sunday message, into this new week to 
think about or maybe to put in practice?  

BENEDICTION: 

May God give you the sharpness of mind to engage and 
evaluate all that's going on around you with wisdom,  
To live critically in the world, and to offer your mind and your 
affection to those around you. 

May you find courage and learn to look at others - really look 
at them - seeing more than their flaws and mistakes, 
And choose self-awareness as a spiritual discipline in all its 
inconvenience, but also for all the ways it teaches you to see 
and know God's tender work in you. 

And may your image of God as a petty Judge fade - finding 
that, as it does, your need to judge others goes with it.  
And in its place, may you find a love for all that mirrors what 
we see in Jesus. 


