
Series: Vision Sunday 2019
Inglewood Commons  
Read: Ephesians 2:19-22  
 
SUMMARY: 
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Easter, and we find 
ourselves in the season called Eastertide - a 50-day feast, an 
extended season of light, joy and celebration. It can also be an 
opportunity to start doing the things we love with more care and 
intention.  
This Sunday is also our Vision Sunday, a chance for us to 
recalibrate in the light of the resurrection and to begin to 
imagine where we might head together in the coming year. 
Feel free to center your discussion today around one of the 
points in the sermon or cover as many questions as your group 
would like.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Stories
Today we talked about how we are not complete as a church 
until we listen to the indigenous people, women and queer 
persons, immigrants and people of colour. How does this idea 
resonate with you?
What helps you to listen to somebody’s story? 

How has your "listening" changed or been challenged by what 
you've experienced in your Commons journey and beyond?
Whose stories have you started listening or paying more 
attention to this year?  
Whose stories do you sense you need to discover more about? 

How have you been experiencing culture and cultural changes 
surrounding religion, Christianity, or even the Commons 
community? 

How do you tend to see those cultural challenges, more as 
opportunities or threats, maybe both? And why?

How has culture obscured the story of Jesus for you personally? 
How has journeying with Commons clarified that story or made 
it come alive? 

What are some of the opportunities, new paths and places, for 
your personal and our communal telling and living of the story of 
Jesus that you can identify?

Touchpoints
The farther people are from Christianity the more touch-points 
they need to be able to hear the story of Jesus and to step into 
a church. On Sunday we talked about how long it takes for 



people to become open to the message of Christ and that right 
now we live in the time where the "dones" (those who have 
stepped away from religion) are being replaced by the 
"nones" (those who have nothing to start with). 

What do you think about that? What has been your experience 
like with the "dones" and/or the "nones"? Maybe that was your 
experience, what has helped you to come to church?

What were some of your touchpoints with Commons before you 
joined the community? Or what were some of the touchpoints 
with Christianity that helped you encounter Jesus and believe? 
What was the role of community in that?

Community 
Would you agree that friendship is a spiritual discipline? In what 
way do you practice it and what do you find hard or challenging? 

How have the different sizes of community that you experienced 
impacted you?  
What has it been like for you to be part of the Commons 
community that has 5 services across 2 parishes? 
How does the idea of the network of smaller interconnected 
parishes resonate with you? 

Maybe this week take some time to reflect on where and how 
you can keep cultivating friendships in your life this year, what 
would it look like and what relationships you'd like to commit to.

Starting lines 
Read Ephesians 2:19-22 (MSG): 
“You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with 
as much right to the name Christian as anyone. God is building 
a home. He’s using us all—irrespective of how we got here—in 
what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets for the 
foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by brick, 

stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone that holds 
all the parts together. We see it taking shape day after day—a 
holy temple built by God, all of us built into it, a temple in which 
God is quite at home." 

What stands out to you in this passage? 
Where in this passage do you hear a personal invitation into 
Easter living?  
How does it connect with your vision for community?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER:

God of new life, of new beginnings, of renewal in all things - 
great and small.  
Today we’re caught up in resurrection.

And whether we feel like there is newness present to us,
Perhaps we face difficulty or rhythms that feel all too familiar,
Today we participate in the mystery of how your Love moves 
and shapes and changes our stories.
And this is why we ask - in these moments we share - that you 
would help us to see.
With fresh perspective, and hopeful anticipation as individuals.
But also with courage and focus in our shared journey as a 
community.  

Because we realize that a life of faith is a moving, evolving 
pursuit, that to trust the work of Grace and to give our lives to 
sharing the Beauty it brings is to be always changing,
Exploring new paths and places - and always following your 
Spirit into the corners of our hearts and our world that need 
Light.

Guide us now, we ask.
In the name of the Risen Christ, our Hope. 
Amen.


