
Series: Wealth Part Two  
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Matthew 20:1-15
 
SUMMARY 
Last week we expanded our definition of wealth as one 
including anything that enables us to exit the cycle of 
wanting. We looked at the promise of the final 
commandment and how wealth in the biblical imagination is 
not the freedom to acquire whatever you desire but how it 
starts with the freedom from being driven by desire. We 
talked about how much our dissatisfaction with the world is 
often manufactured, and how according to Rene Girard we 
do not know how to desire things for ourselves and instead 
copy the desire we see in each other. Today we look at the 
relationship between generosity and justice.  

Discussion questions follow the sermon outline; feel free to 
explore one section in depth or cover as many questions as 
you want. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Idle moments
Read the first part of the parable in Matthew 20:1-7. 

What repetitions or patterns can you identify?  
What do you think Jesus wants his hearers to notice about 
the landowner and the workers? 

In what way what we see here is not about idleness but the 
dignity of work and the inequitable distribution of 
opportunities? 

What do you think is the place of work in the Divine 
imagination? 
What has been your experience of work? How has your view 
of your work and yourself doing the work changed over time? 
Or, how would you like it to change? 

Backstories
Notice the times when the landowner comes out to hire 
workers. 



What could be some of the reasons there are still people 
looking to be hired at the end of the day?

If you reflect on your life and your experience of the world, 
where have you seen people not being given the 
opportunities some of us take for granted? Or maybe you 
have been in such a situation? How have your assumptions 
been challenged/changed by that experience? 

How has knowing the backstory helped you to see a situation 
differently?

Brain Science
Finish reading the parable, Matthew 20:8-15, paying 
attention to the way the landowner relates to the workers. 

Why do you think the workers who were hired earlier for an 
agreed upon pay see it as unfair that the boss chooses to 
pay everyone the same amount?
How do these earlier workers view themselves and their 
fellow-workers, and how does it affect their attitude and 
behaviour? 

What does this situation reveal about our "wiring," about our 
concept of what's fair, our expectations? 

How does knowing the “backstory” of someone’s situation 
change your assumptions about fairness?

Would you agree that "generosity begets envy when we see 
each other as competition"?  
Do you find it hard sometimes to be happy and feel joy for 
someone else?

Real Opportunities to Change the World
Note that the word "generous" in Mt 20:15 is actually "good." 

Based on this story, what does Jesus want us to know about 
God? What is God about here?

How does this parable expand our imagination of wealth?

Where in your life do you think you need to reimagine your 
definition of wealth? 

Which choices, purchases, transactions, employment and 
hiring, is God inviting you to see as resources at your 
disposal to extend justice and opportunity to those who have 
not been given what we have?

BENEDICTION

This is a story about your invitation into God's kingdom,
But it's also about the invitation of God's kingdom into you.     

All so that whatever wealth you have -- money, resource, 
talent, time, passion, energy, compassion, warmth,  a 
shoulder to cry on--
that all of it might become more than yours to hold on to,
But instead part of a larger story,
Where generosity becomes the servant of justice.

May you live, and give, and shop, and hire, and earn and 
invest in the world God's imagines for each of us.


