
Series: Friendship 1
Inglewood Commons 
 
Read: John 11:1-44  
 
SUMMARY: 
Over the last few years, we have taken the beginning of the 
new year to talk about relationships. Two years ago we did a 
sermon series on forgiveness, last year we talked about 
loneliness; you can find those series online at 
www.commons.church or on our youtube channel. In this 
series, we turn out attention to what we want to construct, 
and we will be reflecting on our experience and pursuit of 
friendship.
It is such a vast subject to cover in four weeks, so do not feel 
any pressure to answer every question here. They are meant 
to get this conversation started. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Begin your time together by discussing in what ways your 
definition and understanding of friendship are embedded in 
your personal story, as well as the stories we read and see 
on the screen. 
If you were asked to tell us what friendship is, whose name 
or names will come to your mind right away? What book or 
movie have you read or seen recently (or a long time ago 
and still remember) that pays particular attention to 
friendship between the characters and its importance in 
human life?

2. How has your experience of friendship changed over time 
as you moved from childhood to adulthood?
Research says that most of us are struggling with friendship 
as adults. How does it connect with your experience? 
 
3. Do you feel that technology has reshaped your 
communication and terms of engagement with other people? 
How does social media impact your friendships and the way 
you see friendship itself? 



4. What do you think about C.S. Lewis’ point that you can’t 
call someone your friend without implying that someone else 
isn’t? 
Where do you see Jesus making choices about certain 
exclusivity of friendship? And what has been your experience 
of choosing to focus on particular relationships to the 
exclusion of others? What choices guide or shape your 
friendships? 

5. Read John 11:1-43, paying attention to how emotions and 
depth of care are communicated. What do you pick up from 
the text about relationships Jesus had with Lazarus, Mary 
and Martha? How is the private and personal nature of these 
relationships emphasized?
 
6. What does the miracle of resurrection set in the context of 
very close friendship help you see in Jesus? 
How do his deeply human friendships remind you today of 
what God is like? 
How have you lately experienced life and grace and the 
touch of the Divine in your life through your friends?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving God, 

Help us, at the beginning of a new year with all new things, 

and old: 

We need wisdom for discerning the ways  

that friendship is present to us now. 

Where we carry wounds, in the days to come, give us grace 

to sense the ways you’ve inviting us forward. 

Into choices to engage newness.  

To lean in. 

To start fresh.  

To care for others.  

To choose friendship. 

And help us to embrace this image of Jesus this year. 

Caught in the messiness of being a friend. 

Full of divine goodness…but moved to action by his human 

affection.  

Showing us that these kinds of relationships bring us new 

life - your life. 

In simple friendship. 

Amen. 


