
Series: Friendship Week Three
Inglewood Commons (John Van Sloten) 
Text: Luke 22:33-44, 54-65
 
SUMMARY: 
This we week we are talking about forgiveness and the role it 
plays in our relationships. 
If you are interested, look up Rembrandt van Rijn painting 
entitled The Denial of St. Peter.  The use of light and 
positioning of the characters in the painting helps us to see 
the point Rembrandt is making. 
 
Feel free to focus on one of the questions and have a deeper 
discussion. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. If you think about your relationships or close friendships in 
this past year, what was one thing that you found most 
challenging, and what was one thing that was life-giving?

2. Read Luke 22:33-34 and Luke 22:54-65. Try to picture this 
story in your mind, pay attention to the details, where it takes 
place, the patterns of action, repetitions and contrasts, who 
speaks and who’s silent. What is the one thing that stands 
out to you or strikes you? 
 
3. How does the author help us see the tension Peter 
experiences here? And what is that tension? What makes 
Peter leave his place by the fire and weep bitterly?  

4. Have you ever had a situation in your friendships when 
you were unaware or did not realize how your actions or 
words have hurt your friends? What helped you to see it? 
Why do you think it is hard to own up to what we do or say? 

5. On the cross, Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” (Lk 23:34) 

If you think of the times when those close to you hurt you or 
when the trust was broken in your friendships, would you 
agree that the people did not know what they were doing?  



How does having this perspective, that deep down people do 
not realize the full extent of the damage they inflict on others 
and themselves when they hurt others, help you see them or 
yourself differently?
 
6. When do you think Jesus forgives Peter for this moment of 
betrayal? 

7. Do you agree that forgiveness is a choice? What makes 
us withhold forgiveness, or why are we unwilling to choose 
forgiveness even when we know that we should?  
Do you think forgiveness requires repentance? Is it possible 
to forgive even when the other person never says sorry?  

How has extending or receiving forgiveness healed you and/
or your friendships?

This week, you are invited to take a moment to reflect on one 
of these questions: 
• “Do I want to be healed?” Then how can I begin the 

forgiveness process?
• “Who do I need to forgive?”
• “Who have I wronged?”
• “Where have I failed? Betrayed? Abandoned?
• “In which one of my friendships do I need to step towards 

forgiveness?”

BENEDICTION: 

May you find the assurance that God will do everything 
to help free you from the pain, 
to give you your life back.  

May you sense God’s presence in your life, 
forgiving you,  
holding you,  
healing you,  
freeing you.  

Jesus has come that you may have life,  
and have it to the full. 


