
Series: Parables of Grace Week One 
Inglewood Commons  
Read: Matthew 18:3-5 and 12-14, and Luke 15:1-7. 
 
SUMMARY: 
During Lent will look at Parables of Grace, a series of stories 
and images taught by Jesus. At Commons we spend time 
every year with the words of Jesus, taking some body of 
teaching or stories about him to work through.
And we’ve often done this during Lent as a way of paralleling 
Jesus’ story with our move toward the death and resurrection 
tales that shape Easter.

Questions are grouped based on the sections of the sermon. 
Feel free to stay in one section or explore them all.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Zooming in
How do you connect with, or maybe struggle, with this 
season in the Liturgical Calendar?
What has been your experience of Lent? 

What Lenten practices you have found helpful or would like 
to explore?
In what areas of life do you sense you need to start getting 
more honest, and how do the practices of confession, prayer, 
fasting and generosity speak into that?

How does Isaiah 58 invite us towards more honesty in our 
lives? And what could it look like?

How does the season of Lent help us zoom in on Christ and 
the kind of life that makes all things new? In what way is Lent 
both an individual and a communal journey? 

Story-telling 
The stories that Jesus told throughout his life changed, and 
when we look at them and trace how they evolved from the 
beginning of his work until his death, we can notice how they 
illustrate Jesus’ self-awareness. 

In his sermon, Scott said that “the stories we tell reveal 
something of where we are and who we are becoming.”



What is the role of story in your life? Where do we tell our 
stories today and how?

If you think of the stories of our world today, what are they?

If you reflect on the stories you tell about yourself, what are 
they about? Are there one or two things that people should 
know if they want to understand you and who you are 
becoming better?

Getting lost
Consider Matthew 18:12-14 and Luke 15:4-7. It is the same 
story put in two different contexts (Matthew 18:3-5 and Luke 
15 1-3)
What is the context of each story? And how does the story 
correct the perspective of the hearers in each case?

What story about yourself do you hear in this parable?

What does this story tell you about God?

PRAYER: 

Loving God 
Artist of creation, and of our hearts,
Form us today we ask.
Teach us to not avoid the difficulty all around us -
And to not be numb to the conflict in our communities.

But instead, teach us to stay open to the blessing that comes 
in the rhythms of honesty, and confession, and repentance. 
Help us to be awake to the hunger deep inside us
And to live with simplicity and generosity,

Shaping relationships and homes and spaces of beauty
That reflect your goodness. 

We ask in the name of Christ, our hope.
Amen.


