
Series: Parables of Grace Lent Week Two  
Inglewood Commons  
Text: Matthew 18:21-35  
 
SUMMARY:
This season of Lent we are in a series called Parables of Grace.
And these stories Jesus tells, with everyday materials of the 
ancient world, still speak to us - they illustrate and invite us into 
the absurdity of God’s love for creation and the wild ways we get 
to be a part of making all things new.
Today we’re talking about the parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
in Matthew 18.
Discussion questions are grouped to follow the sermon outline. 
Feel free to stay in one section or explore as many as you’d like.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Scorekeeping
Have you ever found yourself in situations or relationships 
where scorekeeping was at play? Share about your 
experiences. How did it make you feel? 
Or, perhaps you engaged in scorekeeping at some point in the 
past, how did it affect your relationships? 

Consider the context in which the parable of the unforgiving 
servant is set: the absurd story of a shepherd leaving 99 sheep 
to look for one and the instructions of what to do when there’s 
conflict in community. 

What do they communicate about “accounting,” grace, and the 
vision for community or kingdom that Jesus wants to create? 

7? No 77!
Read Matthew 18:21-22.

What do you think about this interaction?  1

Have you ever felt like setting a limit to your forgiveness? 

Take a look at Genesis 4:24. Because of Lamech, the number 
77 became a symbol of unlimited vengeance-taking. How does 
Jesus’ take on forgiveness counter that attitude?

What has been your experience of (or exposure to) this kind of 
forgiveness that Jesus is talking about? How does it encourage 
you to see yourself and the world differently? Or, share how it 
maybe challenges you. 

Bobbi mentioned that some experts believed that Israel interpreted the words of Amos, one of the Old Testament prophets, to mean “God forgives three times and 1

punishes the fourth.” So Peter here is being generous in his understanding of forgiveness. 



Forgiveness of Debts
Read Matthew 19:23-34

Who are the characters in the parable?
What are some of the parallels and contrasts that you see in the 
situations of the two servants? How does the author underscore 
their similarities and differences?

Who in the story do you tend to identify yourself with? 
Would you say that God is like or unlike the king in the story?
In what ways are we like this king? In what ways are we like the 
unforgiving slave?

Would you agree that in our faith communities, we elevate the 
act of forgiveness above the work of forgiveness? I.e. we often 
place a burden on the person who was wronged and expect that 
she or he forgive now and forgive in a hurry.
Have you ever felt like that? 

Do you tend to see forgiveness as a one-time action or more 
like a path?

Grace In Grace Out 
Read Matthew 18:35

How does Robert Farrar Capon’s interpretation of the ending 
connect with you: 

Interestingly, therefore, this parable of grace ends as a parable 
of judgement as well – and it makes clear … the only basis on 
which anyone will be finally condemned. 
If we refuse to die – in particular, if we insist on binding others’ 
debts upon them in the name of our own right to life – we will, by 
not letting grace have its way through us, cut ourselves off from 
ever knowing the joy of grace in us.2

Would you agree that how we treat each other has everything to 
do with the way we experience the divine at work in us?

Can you share about those moments or people or times that 
helped you to know the joy of grace in you? And maybe helped 
you to extend it to others? 

Charis List

Can you name a couple of ways in which you experienced 
grace this week? 
Where would you like to notice grace this Lent? 

What is the connection between our ability to see grace in our 
lives and our ability and openness to forgive? 

PRAYER FROM THE SERMON

Loving God,
It’s baffling to think that what matters to you is how we treat 
each other
We confess that we probably don’t take that seriously enough
And still - your invitation to us to walk a path of forgiveness
Is not exhausting, it’s not over-burdening - in fact, it’s life-giving.
So Jesus, as we follow you this Lent - towards your cross
Where you take death into your hands, into your heart, into the 
divine 
May we trust your transformation, trust your lavish forgiveness
That with you, renewal is possible. 
Spirit of the living God, present with us now, 
Enter the places of unforgiveness, scorekeeping, and fear
And heal of us of all that harms us, 
AMEN. 

 “Parables of Grace”, 1992


