
Series: Parables of Grace Lent Week Three  
Inglewood Commons  
Read: Luke: 10:25-37 
 
SUMMARY:

During Lent this year we are immersing ourselves in the stories of 
grace that Jesus tells in the gospels. 

This week we are looking at the story of the Good Samaritan and 
how grace invites us to transcend our categories and see 
ourselves in the person across from us right now. 

Discussion questions follow this week’s sermon outline. Feel free 
to explore one section in detail or you can select a question from 
each section (whichever works best for your group).


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
Lawyers being Lawyers 
Read Luke 10:25-29.


What stands out to you about the context in which the story is 
set?


Why does the expert in the law engage Jesus in conversation?


Why do you think Jesus invites him to give his interpretation of 
the Law? 


How often are you aware that you always interpret everything that 
you read, creating meaning? What do you think has shaped or 
contributed to how you read the Bible?


What helps you to be open and welcome other people opinions or 
interpretations? And what do you find challenging about it?


What do you think about the lawyer’s response and his follow up 
question? What is the real question the lawyer is asking? 


Why do you think we often tend to close down and limit our 
imagination of grace by using the “us and them” categories, 
clarifying who’s included and who’s not? 


How has this “lawyerly” approach showed up in your life and 
relationships and/or experience of church? 

And how has it been challenged or transformed over time? 


Stories become parables 
Read the story - Luke 10:30-37. 


How is the vision of the world that it creates different from the one 
that the parable of the lost sheep invites us to imagine? 


What do we know about the main characters of the story? 




Why do you think Jesus does not give any identity-specifying 
descriptions to the man who was mugged and refers to him as 
just “a man” or “a certain man”?


Why would Jesus’ choice of characters for the story be 
considered scandalous? 


Possible readings 
Why do you think the Levite and the Priest did not help the 
victim?

How could have they rationalized and explained their actions?


Would you agree that “the Priest and the Levite did not act like a 
neighbour because they did not think they were a neighbour, and 
therefore they were not a neighbour”? 


How have what you’ve been told throughout your life about who 
you are and who your neighbour is shaped you and your 
understanding of neighbourliness? 


How does the hero in the story undermine the markers of 
neighbourliness assumed by Jesus’ hearers?


How would you describe real neighbourliness? 

What are some of the struggles you have with being a neighbour 
or seeing others as such?


Finding ourselves in the other 
How does the story Jesus tells reframe the lawyer’s question?


How does it respond to the question from the perspective of each 
of the characters, including the injured man?


And how does it invite us to transcend our categories and expand 
our imagination of grace? 


Prayer from the sermon: 

God,  
For all of the different ways that we have bought into stories, 
and narratives, and families of origin that tell us  
that we are not like others, 
that we are separate and distinct,  
that there is an “us” and the “them,”  
and that has become what has defined a neighbour for us: 
those who are near to us, 
those who are like us,  
those who are familiar to us,  
those who we deem a sense of respectability with, 
God, might all of those narratives give way to grace. 

And might we first come to see ourselves in the hero  
we did not expect,  
so that we can then see ourselves in the villains  
that we do not want to be like anymore,  
And that ultimately we might recognize ourselves in the ditch,  
in need of grace, in need of help, in need of community,  
in need of these perspectives we did not think we needed in order 
to round out our view of the world and help us see you and your 
grace and your story more clearly. 
God would you invite us slowly at first,  
but faster and faster to move towards you, 
to open our eyes and to see that our silos are self-constructed, 
and that we share a common story with everyone we encounter.  
In the strong name of the risen Christ, we pray,  
Amen.  


