
Series: When In Rome IV  
Inglewood Commons  
Text: Romans chapters 1-8  
 
SUMMARY:
 
We are starting our year four in Romans by doing a brief 
overview of the first eight chapters of the letter. We will also look 
at Paul’s history with Judaism and Christ and how both 
experiences shape Paul's theology. If you have time this week, it 
might be good to read the first eight chapters of Romans and 
remember where we’ve been on this theological journey as a 
community. You can access our podcast and find all our 
teaching on “When in Rome” here, our Inglewood podcast for 
“When in Rome” can be found here.

The questions this week are broken into four sections based on 
the sermon outline, feel free to stay in one section and go 
deeper, or pick one question from each section, feel free to do 
whatever works for your group and discussion.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. New voices 
For some of us the letter to Romans might be very familiar, for 
others, it might not be familiar at all. What has been your 
experience of Romans so far? 

What are the dangers of surrounding ourselves only with 
familiar voices or placing limits to who we prefer to listen to and 
what we’re willing to surround ourselves with? 

What are some of the voices that are different from yours that 
you have been listening to lately? Where and how do you find 
them? 

What is involved in really hearing someone who’s different or 
perceived as such?  
How knowing where someone comes from or a bit of their 
biography helped you to understand someone better?

2. Biographies
Take a close look at Rom 1:1-5. 

https://www.commons.church/teaching?tag=Romans
https://www.commons.church/inglewood-teaching?tag=Romans


What do we learn about Paul’s own story with Jesus from this 
introduction? How does this introduction points to Paul’s 
personal story with Jesus?1

Paul’s theology emerged, grew and developed out of Paul’s life. 
His conversion story and his experience of God over the years 
have shaped his theology.

What was the most formative experience in your story that 
shaped how you think about God and faith? Or, what are some 
of the questions about faith that have emerged for you lately? 
 
3. Anger
Rom 1:17-18 “For in the gospel the righteousness of God is 
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just 
as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” The wrath of 
God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness  of people, who suppress the truth by their 2

wickedness”.
 
How do you understand the wrath of God? 
How does knowing that Jesus represents the fullness of who 
God truly is help you see God’s anger differently?
What helps you to know that God is not mad at you? 

4. All that’s original
Rom 5:12, 17, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to 
all people because all sinned,” 
“how much more will those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in 
life through the one man, Jesus Christ!”

How do you understand sin? 
What is the connection between humanity being made in the 
image of God and being sinful? Which one do you see at the 
essence of our being? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Rom 8:38-39 
“I am convinced that neither death nor life…neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Our God.
Friend. Teacher. Source of all.
Our hearts are restless, and they seek the peace and safety you 
bring.
And so we ask that we would give us courage to trust you in 
these moments.

That you would stretch and change us 
as we do the work of thinking our way into ancient text,
But also as we do the work of staying open. 
And choosing to hear the things that come us.

In the mystery of your quiet and gentle way of making us new
Let us know you and sense you. 
In fresh and transforming ways.
We ask in the name of Christ our hope. 
Amen. 

 Gal 1:14, Act 91

 reads more like ‘ignorance of the sacred’ and ‘ignorance of justice’2


