
Series: Romans IV 
Inglewood Commons  
Read: Romans 9  
 
SUMMARY: 
Today we are diving into chapter 9 of Romans where we’ll 
listen in on an internal conversation between Paul and the 
Jews and learn about God’s sovereignty to love. 
Similarly to last week, the questions week are broken into 
four sections to follow the sermon, feel free to stay in one 
section and go deeper or pick one question from each 
section or feel free to do whatever works for your group and 
discussion.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Carried away
Would you say it’s easy for you to be in touch with your 
emotions? 
When was the last time you experienced deep feelings of joy 
and sorrow at the same time? 
What is the source of Paul’s great sorrow here?

2. Supersession

What are the indications here that we are listening in on an 
internal conversation?

What has been your experience of this idea (often referred to 
as “supersessionism" or replacement theology) that the 
church, Christians, have replaced the Jewish people in God’s 
imagination? 

How does this idea misrepresent what Paul is saying and 
introduces a false dichotomy between the Jews and Gentiles 
again?

What is Paul’s definition of real Israel?

Do you have any examples of how sometimes our 
misconceptions or not careful use of words affect our 
communication and relationships with other people, ethnic 
and/or religious groups?



3. Choices

What does Paul want to remind the Israelites about 
regarding their identity? What determined their belonging to 
God’s family? 
Why does Paul use those particular examples from Israel’s 
story to make his point?

4. Even us

How does Paul remind his listeners, throughout the chapter 
and in particular in vv. 25-26, that God is not arbitrary or 
unjust in God’s choosing? 

What does he want us to know about God’s way of 
choosing?
 

BENEDICTION:
 
Hear Paul’s invitation today and see it cast over your life:

For those places in your past where you were told ‘you don’t 
belong here. I, or we, don’t choose you.’ Parents - 
friendships - lovers - children - communities. 

For the places in your present where the story of Jesus just 
seems too good to be true. 
Maybe you’re working through difficulty, shame, betrayal and 
doubt, and as we talk through Paul’s theology you realize 
that your idea of faith is super put together and sanitary.

For those places in your future. 
The version of some better self you constantly measure 
yourself against.
Maybe you realize you’ve constructed this idea of faith as a 
place - and you’ll get to it someday. But if you’re honest - 
sometimes you’re afraid at how far away it seems.

In all these places may Paul’s words find you today,
Binding them all together,
Asking you:
What if God is kinder - more gracious - 
Always and willfully choosing you. 
And us.
And them.
More like Jesus than we ever thought.
This is our hope.


