
Series: Romans IV Week 3
Inglewood Commons  
Read: Romans 10  
 
SUMMARY: 
We continue working our way through Romans 9-12. Last week 
we talked about the sovereignty of God as being able always to 
choose what is good, and how as a community we want to be 
careful with how we speak about the identity of Israel and the 
place of the Jewish people in Paul’s story. Paul doesn’t use 
Israel to signify a nation with borders, a military, and a capital 
city. Israel is a people - his people - and they were chosen by 
God to bless the world. But like any human project, there were 
gains and losses, synchronized steps and sorry missteps. 
Today, we’ll explore Paul’s imagination for expanding scripture, 
expanding tradition, and expanding community. 
The questions are broken into four sections to follow the 
sermon, which Bobbi called “When Paul acts like a parent in the 
ever-expanding family of God.” Feel free to stay in one section 
and go deeper, or pick one question from each section, in short, 
do whatever works best for your group and discussion.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Walking Away 
What were some of the most important decisions in your life that 
have changed you more than you could imagine?
How did those close to you react to your big decisions and 
choices?

In what way did Paul leave home? 

What does his own story connect with the statement he’s 
making in Rom 10:1-4? (See, for example, Acts 7:54-8:3)

What are the dangers of misdirected zeal?

Expanding Scripture
What do you think drives us to make our own righteousness? 
And how do we go about it?

What is righteousness all about for Paul? 
What is the connection between Christ, the law (nomos - sacred 
teaching) and righteousness for Paul in Rom 10:4? 
(“culmination” is telos - purpose or goal)
Paul builds his argument drawing from Leviticus, Deuteronomy, 
Isaiah, and the Psalms (The Torah, the Prophets and the 



Writings) to show the work of Christ. Paul bends and creatively 
re-reads the scriptures. 

What has been your history with the bible so far? What has 
helped you to read the bible better over the years? How have 
your approach to the text and your interpretations shifted or 
changed over time?
  
Expanding tradition
What is the connection between salvation and following the law 
for Paul in Rom 10:8-11?
 
How did Paul’s tradition of faith expand? 

What are the “Christianities”, traditions of faith, that have 
shaped you and brought you to this moment in your life? 
What are you grateful for and in what ways would you like to 
grow and expand?

Expanding community 
Rom 10:12-13

How has your understanding of Christian community chawed 
over time? What has helped it to expand?
How does Paul see Jesus expanding the family of God? 

What does it mean (and what would it look like) for us to expand 
our community?

Coming home
Rom 10:20-21. 

What does Paul lament here? 

How does the idea that when we choose what is wrong God 
entrusts us to our choices resonate with you?

What have been some of your choices that you feel God 
entrusted you to? 
And how has God been present to you through them? Or, how 
has God’s grace chased you and met you inviting you to come 
home? 

PRAYER: 

Loving God, 
In you we find that all of our leaving, all of our wandering, all of 
our uncertainty about who you are and how to live for you - can 
all be a part of the path that brings us home. 
We hear the scriptures say again and again that you won’t give 
up on your people. 
And in Jesus, we see that we are all your people. 
I’m so glad you push down barriers, expand your family, 
welcome us all to you. 
Spirit of the living God, present with us now, take the spaces 
where we are worried - worried for our world, worried for our 
family, worried for our friends - and remind us that no place of 
conflict, restlessness, or even death is outside of your healing. 
Come again to us in fresh ways we pray,
AMEN. 


