
Series: Romans IV Week Four
Inglewood Commons   
Read: Romans 11  
 
SUMMARY: 
This week we continue looking at Paul’s conversation with 
his Jewish siblings and come to the end of the argument that 
he’s been pulling together in chapters 9-10-11. 
The discussion questions would follow the sermon outline. 

Invitation: Join us for Pop-Up Theology lectures on faith and 
work with John Van Sloten at the New Central Library on 
March 11 and March 18 from 7pm to 8:30pm and at 
Kensington Commons on March 23 from 9am to 12pm.  
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/faith-and-work-a-
pop-up-theology-series-tickets-55435468980
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Why did Paul need to address the fact that Gentiles were 
coming to believe in Christ and Jews were not?  
How has knowing the context of Romans helped you read it 
and/or maybe hear Paul differently? 

Missing God 
Rom 10:20 - 11:8

How does Paul show that this was not the first time the 
Israelites have missed God? 

And what were the causes of the spiritual blindness and 
deafness of Israel according to Paul? 

What makes us miss God today?

What is your understanding of spirituality or spiritual life?
Does your experience line up with it or do you often feel like 
you’re missing something?

Would you agree that it could be helpful for some of us to 
shift from thinking of our spirituality as something that we 
master to it being something that we are awake for? 

What has awakened you to the reality of God recently? How 
have your eyes or ears been opened to the divine presence 
in your life lately?
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 What could help you to cultivate this sense of being awaken 
or attentiveness to God even in the next few weeks? 

Oleiculture (the planting and growing of olive trees)

How does Paul use the analogy of cultivating olive trees in 
Rom 11:13-24 to show that both Jews and Gentiles are on 
the receiving side of grace?

What attitudes and responses does he want to encourage in 
both groups? 

And what warning does he give and why?

Rhetorical questions
Rom 11:33-36

Do you find it easy or hard to praise God? Or even use the 
language of praise? 
What moves Paul to doxology here? What do you think 
moves our hearts to praise and worship? 

Take a moment to think where you personally see Christ 
reconciling and bringing more unity and wholeness right now, 
maybe in your life or in the world. Feel free to share those 
thoughts with your group.

Is there anything that you sense the Spirit is inviting you to 
pray for or maybe somehow participate in God’s work of 
bringing shalom through how you live, work, pray, serve, 
etc.?

BENEDICTION FROM ROMANS 11:33-36 (MSG) 

“Have you ever come on anything quite like this extravagant 
generosity of God, this deep, deep wisdom?  

It’s way over our heads. We’ll never figure it out. 

Is there anyone around who can explain God? 

Anyone smart enough to tell him what to do? 

Anyone who has done him such a huge favour  

that God has to ask his advice? 

Everything comes from him; 

Everything happens through him; 

Everything ends up in him. 

Always glory! Always praise! 

    Yes. Yes. Yes.” 


