
Series: When in Rome IV Week Five  
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Romans 12  
 
SUMMARY: 
Today we’re saying goodbye to Rome for one more year.  
Over the past few weeks, we talked about Paul presenting 
grace to his hearers as an ever-expanding reality. How when 
talking to his Jewish family, he longs for them to hear the 
good news of God in Christ, and how he hopes that his 
Gentile friends will not use grace as an excuse to mistreat or 
judge others.
In Romans 12 Paul begins to ground his ideas and what they 
could look like when put in practice.

The questions are grouped based on the sermon outline, feel 
free to focus on one section in depth or cover as many as 
your group wants.

Awkward Hugs

The 15th-century icon of Peter and Paul embracing (attr. To 
Nikolaos Ritzos) in many ways represents that the Church is 
effectively an embrace, a meeting of those with diverging 
opinions, bound by love discovered in Christ and then 
offered to each other. 

When you reflect on your experience of the church what 
other images come to mind?  
How does the image of embrace resonate with you?  
Where have you experienced/not experienced it in your 
journey at Commons? 

What is the place of challenge and confrontation in 
community?  

In what ways have you been making space in your theology 
and posturing for people to come close enough to embrace?
 
What happens when “hugs” are awkward?



Bodies

Consider Romans 12:1-2
How is Paul reframing/transforming the concept of Jewish or 
Roman sacrifices here?  
What does it mean to offer your body as a living sacrifice for 
him? 

What does offering your body as a living sacrifice have to do 
with community?  

How is Paul challenging our tendencies to see faith and 
spirituality as disconnected from everyday life, or what J. 
Dunn calls “the demanding work of human relationships in an 
everyday world?  

What are some of the ordinary, regular things in your life that 
have become worship for you (or that you’d like to see as 
worship)?
 
Parenesis 

Consider Romans 12:3-8.  
What are the main characteristics for a flourishing community 
for Paul here? 

Take a look at Romans 12:9-21, which is written in the style 
of parenesis. 
Parenesis is a style of writing found throughout Jewish and 
Greek sources; usually a list of ethical admonitions and 
practical suggestions from eclectic sources and in a 
seemingly random order. 

What are some of the ideas or thoughts or concise 
statements, which meant to shape how you live in the world 
(essentially parenesis), have spoken to you lately or maybe 
even shaped your life in profound ways? 
See if there’s anything on that list that connects with you 
personally or invites you to respond in some way, take it with 
you into this next week or maybe even the season of Lent.

BENEDICTION: 

As you set out from Rome, 

May you go remembering,  
as we’ve heard Paul repeat each year, 
that God is endlessly faithful. 

May you find courage to live with arms open to those who 
are different. 

May you discover imagination to build new rituals in your 
everyday life. 

And may you find Divine wisdom and light out there in all 
God’s world, learning that faith is something that could never 
be prescribed, but only discovered in the wonder of your 
own story. 
Amen


