
Series: Wealth Part Three
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Matthew 6:19-24  
 
SUMMARY: 
One of the goals for this series was to begin to stretch the 
conversation out from our wallets and bank accounts to 
include the vast and uncelebrated wealth: resources, 
creativity, passion, ideas, warmth and concern for each 
other, everything that helps us create a more just experience 
of God's kingdom in our midst. In our first week, we talked 
about wealth as freedom from being driven by want. Last 
week we talked about the relationship between generosity 
and justice, how generosity rebalances the playing field and 
embracing the dignity of work and creating opportunities. 
Today we are looking at wealth and our experience of 
happiness. 

The questions follow the sermon outline, feel free to dig 
deeper into one of the sections or cover as many questions 
as you'd like. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Playing the Game
How have your perception of the world, or your personal 
experiences, influenced the way you see the connection 
between wealth and happiness?    

Would you agree that money does not actually do what we 
often think it does for our happiness?  
Why do you think the conversation about the pursuit of 
happiness often tends to be tied up with the one about 
wealth? 

Happiness researchers argue that the single most significant 
barrier to happiness for most people is the preponderance of 
choice or fear of missing out; this occurs when wealth gives 
people access to more than they can handle.  
How does this resonate with you?

Defining Happiness
The ancients defined happiness as eudaimonia or "good life" 
- blessing, flourishing - that was far more than our external 
circumstances. 



Read Matthew 6:19-24, paying attention to the repetitions, 
comparisons and contrasts that Jesus is using in the three 
points he makes.  
What jumps out at you or strikes you in his words?  
What do you notice about those contrasts and comparisons 
that Jesus makes? 

Consider the first and last points he makes; note that the 
Greek word for vermin was used to describe the act of 
consumption, and money in Mt. 6:24 is literally "mammon" 
which in the fullest sense of the word denotes the worship of 
wealth. 
What connection do you see between the two points? 

Why do you think Jesus talks about treasure and money and 
wealth in this way to his disciples?  
What questions or tensions is he addressing here? Can you 
relate to those?

Good Eyes
Mt 6:23-24 is our focus today. Jesus is using a Hebrew idiom 
here that would be familiar to his audience: "a good eye...an 
evil eye" stand for "generous person...stingy person". 
Drawing on Ps 119, 
"Your word is a lamp unto my feet, a light unto my path," 

and Prov 22:9, 
lit." a good eye is blessed because he gives food to the 
poor," 

and Prov 23:3,
lit. "do not eat food from an evil eye, do not desire his 
savoury food," 

Jesus says that generosity is what fills you with light and 
greed leaves you stranded in the dark, and that fulfilment 
comes when we actually become generous and graceful in 
the world.

In what ways have you experienced or witnessed generosity 
in your life lately? Is it easy for you to notice when people are 
generous to you and others? How do you usually respond to 
generosity? 

The Good Life
"What is the antidote for greed and unhappiness of wanting 
more was always generosity...What if it was always the lamp 
that was intended to lead us into the life we were meant for." 

How does this resonate with you? 

Where do you sense the Spirit is leading you in this season 
of life towards flourishing through sharing? 

What is one thing that you would you like to take away from 
this series on wealth? What has impacted you the most?

BENEDICTION:
May you store up all you have been given by investing it
where ever it is most needed.
May generosity light your path.
May your life be filled with light because of it.
And may you pursue the good life with everything you have 
been gifted
And may you find happiness as you do.


