
Series: Friendship Week Four
Inglewood Commons 
Read: John 21:1-19  

 
SUMMARY: 
Today wraps up our conversation on Friendship. Over the 
last three weeks, we’ve moved from thinking about how our 
friends can be a source of renewal and resurrection for us to 
being challenged to consider vulnerability - pushing toward it 
in our relationships - and learning how to practice it well. We 
also looked at the practice of forgiveness in our friendships. 
Today we are talking about how we can love people well - 
even as we gently push them away, or keep them at a safe 
distance.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What has been the most helpful thing for you personally in 
our four-week conversation on friendship?

2. Would you agree with Brene Brown that people are hard 
to hate when we get up close to them and that we need to 
choose to move in toward each other even when it’s hard? 

 3. Read John 21:1-19, paying attention to repetitions, 
actions, names used and emotions. 
What is the setting for Jesus’ conversation with Peter, 
anything significant about it? 
Why does Jesus address Peter by using his other name, 
Simon son of John? 

4. Why do you think Jesus asks Peter three times if Peter 
loves him? 
And is each of Peter’s responses followed by the imperative 
of taking care of and feeding Jesus’ sheep? 
How do you think this experience of a restored friendship 
would form Peter and prepare him for this task?

5. Why do we sometimes cling to the friendships that don’t 
seem to be working anymore? 
How do you know when you need to let a friendship go and 
set some boundaries?



 
6. How does Jesus model for us the work of truthful 
friendship in this story?

7. What have been your experience of bringing some 
friendships to a close? What would you have done differently 
now? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

May you find grace to lean in,
To honour the histories you have with all those you love,
And to welcome those you are growing to be friends with.

But then too, may you find clarity to know 
how valuable you are,
And strength to do the work of telling the truth,
And courage to ask “do you love me” well,
Knowing that the best friendships are the ones that make us 
more alive. Day by day. 
Amen.


