
Part 5 - November 5, 2017  
All Saints Sunday 
 
The Turnaround
• we should be frustrated with Jacob at this point. The payoff 

and transformation that happens in Jacob only means 
something if we’ve stayed long enough in the bad stuff to 
be surprised again… 

 
What it means to fear
• Jacob learns what it means to be in awe of the fact that he 

is a sinner in the hands of a loving God… that after all his 
nonsense he is embraced and welcomed and invited back 
home anyway

 
Memorials
• When something significant happens, we should make a 

way to try and remember it - we may need those memories

Double-Cross
• Laban tricks Jacob into working another 7 years to be able 

to marry Rachel

God is in it with us
• Faith won’t fix everything else around us - it was never 

meant to. It was meant to fix us in the midst of the 
everything else… and that doesn’t make it easy. And that 
doesn’t mean we wont struggle or it won’t hurt. What it 
means is that we wont be alone in the midst of it

Read: Genesis 28:18-22, Genesis chapter 29

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. This week was All Saints Sunday. Who are the people 
that you would consider saints that have been with you 
in your faith journey? 
2. We stated this week that being told to do better will 
not change you, but that knowing that you are loved will 
transform you. Do you agree or disagree with this idea? 
Have you seen either work with someone you know? 
3. Did any parts of the message stand out to you? Did 
anything make you think differently about God or about 
yourself?
4. From this story, do you find yourself identifying more 
with:  
Jacob - finally making better choices and not yet seeing 
the fruit?
Leah - caught up in a situation you did not choose?
Rachel - struggling with something completely beyond 
your control?
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BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God - 
we come today to listen, to learn, to see ourselves 
in these stories, and to be reminded that you are 
ultimately the author of our story.

Some of us have been the tricksters and schemers, 
the plotters of our own way forward - and we, like 
Jacob need to be reminded that you are in control.

We ask that you would slow us down - and fix us in 
place - and hold onto us, long enough
that we might know this. 
Lord, we want to see our story in it’s proper 
perspective.
We want to see our choices in the light of your 
larger tale.
We want to be reminded that we are part of 
something larger.

Grant us attention and empathy.
Give us insight and wisdom - to know where we 
need to make changes 
and then the courage and humility to carry those 
changes out.

 
 
We ask for your continued patience with us
We know we are sometimes slow to grasp what you 
are saying
But we do want to learn.

Thank you for never giving up on us. 

Amen
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