
Part 7 - November 19, 2017  
 
Wrestling with God
 
Intentional ambiguity
• Almost every detail in this story has multiple interpretations 

and no clear authority to decide on precise meaning.   
• With this, the text doesn’t just tell us about the tussle, it 

draws us in so we feel the darkness and confusion.   
What kind of wrestling is this?
• Whoever God is, God is more interested in stepping down 

into the dust to initiate and participate in our transformation. 
“Jacob got Jacobed at Jacob” 
• everything that came before - the grasping, the scheming, 

the betrayals, the fear - it is all converging right here.
What kind of blessing is this?
• To be Jacob and the people of God is to be formed in the 

struggle. And that is what it means to be blessed.
• It’s not our wealth, or blamelessness, or goodness, or 

beauty that marks us as blessed. It’s our struggle.
Jacob as Israel
• In other words when we really face the truth about 

ourselves, we welcome a holy struggle that is bound to kick 
up some dust in our lives as God purifies us and draws us 
close.  

Healing in the wounding place
• God meets us, names us, and sends us out to bless the 

world.  

Read: Genesis 32:22-31

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. Did you know Bobbi has a robot hip? Does that 
make you more or less afraid of her when the 
robopocclypse comes?  
  
2. In the story we explored this week, Jacob is literally 
broken in order to be made whole. Does this do more 
to comfort you or make you uneasy?   

3. Bobbi talked about Jacob speaking his own name 
as an act of confession. What has your experience 
been with confession? Has it been helpful or harmful?  
 
4. Do you have a moment from your story where you 
could say that God stepped down into the dust to 
initiate and participate in your transformation? Have 
you ever felt like you were fighting with God? 

5. How would you like to experience God in the next 
week? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Jesus -  
 
you said that you have come that we may have life, 
and have it to the full. 
And life in the full includes hard stuff.  

Following you, the suffering servant, shows us how 
true that really is.  

Today, will you remind us with your ever present 
Spirit that we are not alone.  

As we wrestle with what’s hard in our lives - as we 
face the tough pieces of what it means to be human, 
vulnerable, and afraid - we trust that with you, the 
God of all love, our wounding is for our healing. 

And if we don’t trust that yet, will you move us a little 
closer to this reality today?  

With curiosity and care we pray, Amen.


