
Series: Joseph 3  
Kensington Commons 
Text: Genesis 37:12-36 
 
SUMMARY: 
Last week we looked at Joseph’s relationships with his father 
and his brothers, and the disunity in the family that was partly 
caused by Joseph’s dreams. The dreams were real, but 
Joseph didn’t realize that the dreams were just for him. This 
week we’re looking at how the hurt that has not been 
metabolized turns into rejection and sets off a series of events 
that will eventually shape Joseph into a different person.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  
As you come together as a group today, and if you feel 
comfortable, share about what instances of obliviousness or 
inability to place yourself into others shoes you have recently 
observed, heard of or encountered around you or in larger 
society. Or, maybe even in yourself.

1. Read Gen 37:12-18, paying attention to the characters, 
locations, actions and conversations.  How does the writer 1

indicate Israel’s inability to see what’s going on between his 
sons and to judge accordingly?  (Compare 37:4, 8, 11 and 2

37:14) What signals of Joseph’s vulnerability and lack of self-
awareness does the storyteller give us here?
 
What has helped you the most in becoming more self-
aware? Or, what steps do you take to grow in self-knowledge?  
 
2. Consider Gen 37:18-22, noticing how many times the 
words “brothers” or “brother” are used here as compared to 
the preceding and the following sections. What does the way 
the brothers talk about Joseph in vv.18-20 reveal about how 
they feel? Why do they decide to kill him?  3

3. Look at Gen 37:21-28. What is the first thing they do to 
Joseph when they get hold of him? And why do you think they 
do it?

 Shechem is 50 miles away from Hebron (5 days on foot) and Dathan is 13 miles north of Shechem. For more context on Shechem and the history the brothers had with that 1

place about 2 years earlier see Genesis 34. 

 In Gen 37:14, Jacob literally says go and see if there’s peace shalom with your brothers and peace shalom with the flocks. Interestingly, Jacob’s father Isaac also seemed to 2

be unable to discern what was going on with his two sons, Jacob and Esau, in Gen 27.

 “kill him”- h-r-g - connotes ruthless violence, it is the same verb that is used when Cain slays Abel. Sarna, Genesis, 259.3



How has the brothers’ original plan morphed and why?  4

4. How are Rueben and Judah similar and how do they differ? 

What do you think about Walter Brueggemann’s words about 
Rueben’s action (or lack of such): “Reuben is presented here 
as responsive but cowardly, and killers of the dream will not 
be restrained by a responsible coward.”?   5

Or, feel free to discuss how our emotions, or fears, or feeling 
under pressure can cloud our own decision-making and our 
speaking up against injustice? How do they affect our ability 
to lean into the change we want to see before the crisis 
strikes? What brings you clarity or what have you found 
helpful in those moments?
 
5. Throughout the story the narrator emphasizes the “ornate 
robe” and gives us an overall sense that part of the problem 
the brothers had with Joseph is that he did not seem to fit in.  6

And the rest of the story will show us how Joseph becomes a 
person of welcome.

What categories or expectations do you sometimes find 
yourself being pushed to fit in? And what has been your 
experience of being welcomed lately? 
Alternatively, you can talk about the ways you’ve tried to fit 
others into your categories and where you have found that 
welcoming others can also be life-giving to you.

(If you have time, consider the rest of the chapter, vv.29-36. 
noticing how the brothers talk about Joseph, and how the 
storyteller makes connections with the beginning of the story - 
v.2, v.14, v19-20, v32-33. )7

PRAYER from the sermon:
God,
In some way everyone of us has felt what it is to be pushed 
aside, or to not be able to fit ourselves into the expectations 
that someone else had for us. 
We felt the sting of rejection and we had an option to close 
down, and armour up and push people away,
or, by your Spirit, to turn that hurt into grace and that rejection 
into welcome. 

God, we pray that in all the ways we have felt that sting 
that you would be near us, healing us, 
reminding us of a new way forward modelled on your Son.

Might we become, one small step at a time, 
full of grace and peace.
And might we bring your kingdom to the world as we 
welcome, and embrace, and love people the way you did.
May our choices contribute to an earth that looks a little bit 
more like heaven.
In the strong name of the risen Christ we pray, 
Amen

 Cisterns were hollowed out of the limestone bedrock or were dug and then lined with plaster to store rain water. They provided water for humans and animals through most 4

of the dry months. When they were empty, they sometimes served as temporary cells for prisoners (see Jer 38:6). Matthews, V. H., Chavalas, M. W., & Walton, J. H. (2000). 
The IVP Bible background commentary: Old Testament.

 Genesis: Interpretation, W.Brueggemann, 620.5

 One other reference we have in the Bible for the “ornate robe” kethoneth passim is in 2 Sam 13:18-19.6

 The same word is used for “bad” in “bad report” in v.2 and for “ferocious” in “ferocious animal” v20.7

https://ref.ly/logosres/ivpbbcot?ref=Bible.Ge37.19-24&off=0&ctx=+Joseph%E2%80%99s+brothers.%0a~37:19%E2%80%9324.+cisterns.+

