
Series: Joseph Part Five  
Kensington Commons 
Read: Genesis 40:1-23  
 
SUMMARY: 
Last week, we saw an example of intersectionality in the 
Joseph story. Potiphar’s wife is both the victim (as a woman 
she belongs to her husband and is not even mentioned by 
name) and yet she’s also the victimizer because she 
accuses an innocent man and her word is taken as true 
because she is the wife of the master and Joseph is a slave. 
So far the intent of the story was to get us to listen to the 
voices we do not usually listen to and to pay attention to 
more complex and nuanced perspectives of the world. Today 
we’re talking about what it feels like to be stuck and 
forgotten, and yet never outside of the Divine presence and 
grace.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What has been your experience of intersectionality? Or, in 
what ways have you seen someone’s story being given 
prominence or elevated or discounted and ignored based on 
the intersection of different parts of who they are?

Alternatively, share about how you have been learning to 
listen well lately and what it looks like when we listen to each 
other’s stories well or when we’re being heard.

2. Joseph’s garments play a big part in his story. His father 
makes him an ornate robe or a tunic (kethoneth passim), 
then his brothers strip it off his back before selling him into 
slavery. As a slave, he’s only given the bare minimum - a 
cloak (beged), which is essentially an undergarment. And 
Joseph leaves that cloak in the hands of Potiphar’s wife 
when he resists her and runs away from her. Compare this 
with Matthew 5:40, “And if anyone would sue you and take 
your tunic, let him have your cloak as well,” where Jesus 
talks about nonviolent resistance to structural imbalance. 
 
Have you ever had an experience of leaving something 
behind or willingly giving something up in order to stand for 
justice or contribute to what’s good and right? Alternatively, 
share about how you see a peaceful resistance to injustice or 
power imbalances manifest today. 
  
3. Read chapter 40, carefully observing how the narrator 
structures the story and paying attention to patterns, as well 



as to what words/actions are repeated and what words/
actions are contrasted.  1

What signs of hope and hopelessness can you point out? 
How are the two dreams alike and how are they different?

4. By this time in the story, Joseph’s been a slave and a 
prisoner over 11 years. What glimpses into his character are 
we given in vv.1-8? How is this Joseph different from the one 
we were introduced to in the very beginning?  

5. Notwithstanding the circumstances, Joseph chooses to be 
defined by how he responds to what happens to him, and not 
by his mistakes or one bad choice. If you were to reflect on 
your life, how has the way you narrate your own story 
changed over time? How did you decide what to hold on to 
and what to let go off? 
Or, what has helped you to start seeing yourself differently 
and how has it changed your experience of the world?
 
6. When Joseph invites the two prisoners to tell him their 
dreams, he literally says “Does not all meaning belong to 
God?” What have been your experience of hearing God 
speak through other people? Or, where or how do you hear 
God speak in your life?

7. How does the author show us what Joseph experiences 
inside in vv.12-15?‑  What is his one request and one hope at 2
this point and what effect does v.23 create in the story? What 
helps you to know that you are remembered by God? 

If you feel like it, take a moment to pray for those in our 
community who are going through a difficult time and feel 
forgotten.
If you want to practice a spiritual discipline of gratitude this 
week, try writing down once a day three things for which you 
are grateful. 

BENEDICTION

In the divine mystery of God’s grace,
May a story about being forgotten
become the reminder that you are remembered today,

And that God is never waiting for you to claw yourself out of 
the pit and find your way to grace,

That God is always present to you wherever you are
even if you forget that.
    
May you find grace for yourself if you need it,
and may it become compassion for those near you who 
desperately do.

 The chief cupbearer and the chief baker where among the most influential people in the Pharaoh court, they had direct access to Pharaoh, were entrusted with 1

Pharaoh’s food and drink, and at times acted as confidants and advisors, which means they could potentially play a significant role in a conspiracy against the ruler. 

“Dreams played an important role in ancient Egypt, and their interpretation was a specialized skill. As prisoners, the cupbearer and baker have no access to expert 
interpreters.” Waltke, Genesis, 526.

 Joseph is not in a dungeon, he is kept under house arrest, but in v.15, he uses the same word in regards to where he is as was used in reference to a cistern his brothers 2

thew him in about 11 years ago, “a hole in the ground, a pit”.


