
Series: Joseph 7  
Kensington Commons 
Read: Genesis 41:28-56  
 
SUMMARY: 
Last week we turned a corner with Joseph and talked about 
the difference between being smart and wise, knowing what 
a dream means and knowing what needs to be said about it. 
This week we are moving from smart and wise to strategy, and we 
will consider practical plans for big problems. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Share how you have experienced God being present to 
you this past week. What has reminded you that God’s eyes 
are still on you and that the Divine is deeply invested in your 
story? Or, maybe you’ve had a chance to remind somebody 
else of this?

2. Read Genesis 41:28-32. What do you think Joseph wants 
to emphasize by repeating certain things in his 
interpretation?  

Where in his own life has Joseph come to be familiar with the 
pattern of plenty and famine?1

How can his words here be an encouragement both for 
Pharaoh and himself?  
  
3. When Joseph says in v. 31, “The abundance in the land 
will not be remembered,” it literally means “it will not be 
known,” the suffering will make people forget how good it 
was before the famine. Share about the sources of joy in 
your life at the moment.  
What helps you to cultivate joy? Or, how do you try to 
remember and hold on to those joyful experiences which 
someday might help you get through the hard times? 

4. Joseph says that God has firmly decided the matter. 
Reflecting on your own journey, do you tend to see God as 
mostly removed from your everyday life, unchangeable and 
relationally uninvolved or as someone who is in continuous 
relationship with you and the choices you make?

How does this quote by Walter Brueggemann speak into the 
story at this point?

 It’s been 13 years since Joseph was sold to the Egyptians.1



“The big idea of the Old Testament is that the God of ancient 
Israel (who is the creator of heaven and earth) is a God in 
relationship, who is ready and able to make commitments 
and who is impinged upon by a variety of ‘partners’ who 
make a difference in the life of God…This constitutes a 
conviction that God and God’s partners are engaged in 
mutual talk…The Old Testament is an invitation to reimagine 
our life and our faith as an on-going dialogic transaction in 
which all parties are variously summoned to risk and 
change…”

How does it resonate with you personally? 

5. Read Genesis 41:33-45 and consider how Joseph invites 
Pharaoh to be what Nahum Sarna calls “the human 
counterpart of God.” How are Joseph’s wisdom and 
discernment manifested in the content, form, and motivation 
of his advice?
 
6. What is Pharaoh’s response to Joseph’s advice? What 
details are involved in transforming Joseph from a Hebrew 
slave into an Egyptian vizier?2

7. If you have time, finish reading the chapter. How has 
Joseph’s past prepared him for what came next? How does 
he describe the presence of God in his life by naming his 
children?

Share some parts of your story that have shaped you in a 
significant way and prepared you for what came next. 

PRAYER from the sermon: 

God,  
There are times when we feel stuck and held back,  
when we recognize we’re not the person we needed to be,  
and sometimes it deceives us into thinking that maybe our story 
has stopped and that it has no future.  

And, God, we trust that you are never the source of our suffering, 
but you are there with us shaping us and teaching us,  
preparing us, bringing wisdom that is hard-won and earned to us. 
So that when the time is right we will be able to speak with grace 
and peace, but also courage and truth.  
 
So God, if we are there, and now is the time for us to step into 
everything we have been preparing for,  
would your Spirit grant us courageous passion to step forward, 
pursue our dreams and find where you are leading us. 

And if we are still waiting, would we recognize that even in this 
moment your Spirit is near shaping, guiding, preparing us for 
everything that will come after. 
May we be where we are boldly,  
knowing that our story is not finished yet. 

And, God, when the time is right, may each of us be exactly who 
you created us to be.  
In the strong name of the risen Christ we pray, Amen. 

 41:40, “palace” - the Hebrew means “house”. Joseph is placed in full charge over the third house in Egypt, cf. 39:4, 22. Waltke, Genesis.  2

   41:45 The marriage arranged for Joseph allied him with one of the most powerful priestly families in Egypt. The IVP Bible background commentary: Old 
Testament (electronic ed., Ge 41:45).


