
Series: Joseph Part 3  

Inglewood Commons  
 
Text: Genesis 37:12-36  
 
SUMMARY: 
As we continue living in the story of Joseph, we are 
reminded that sometimes we cannot carry our own dreams 
forward; we trip up and are no longer able to pursue our 
vision of the future or to imagine new ways of being in the 
world. Life leaves us wounded. But we are also reminded 
that even when we do not live our dreams well, God carries 
us towards them. The part of the story we are looking at 
today is tragic, and it does not make light of grief, and yet it 
has a glimpse of hope, of God’s wilful and persistent way of 
saving and rescuing.
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What show have you been following lately and what 
characters have you been spending time with? Or, what book 
and/or fictional characters have you found meaningful lately? 
What did this extended relationship with the book or the 
show do for you?  

2. Read Gen 37:12-18, paying particular attention to the 
characters, locations, actions and conversations.    1

What particular signals of Joseph’s vulnerability does the 
storyteller give us here? In what way does this part of the 
story indicate Jacob’s (Israel’s) inability to see what’s going 
on between his sons and to judge accordingly?  2

 
3. Consider Gen 37:18-22, paying attention to how many 
times the word “brothers” or “brother” are used here as 
compared to the preceding and the following sections. What 
does the way the brothers talk about Joseph in vv.18-20 
reveal about how they feel? Why do they want to kill him?3

�  Shechem is 50 miles away from Hebron (5 days on foot) and Dathan is 13 miles north of Shechem. For more context on Shechem and the history the brothers had with 1
that place about 2 years earlier see Genesis 34. 

 Interestingly, Jacob’s father Isaac was not able to see what was going with his two sons, Jacob and Esau, in Gen 27.2

 “kill him”- h-r-g - connotes ruthless violence, it is the same verb that is used when Cain slays Abel.” Sarna, Genesis, 259.3



 4. Look at Gen 37:21-28. What is the first thing they do to 
Joseph when they get hold of him? And what is the 
significance of it?  
How has the brothers’ plan of dealing with Jospeh morphed 
and why?   4

How has Joseph’s status changed by this point in the story? 
 
5. In what ways Rueben and Judah are similar in their 
actions/motives and how do they differ?  
 
What do you think about Walter Brueggemann’s statement: 
“Reuben is presented here as responsive but cowardly, and 
killers of the dream will not be restrained by a responsible 
coward….And then there’s Judah, another coward, but at 
least respectful of the problem of guilt”?   5

 
Or, feel free to discuss how our emotions, or fears, or being 
under pressure can cloud our own decision-making and what 
helps you in those moments?
 
6. Consider the rest of the chapter, vv.29-36. noticing how 
the brothers talk about Joseph, and how the storyteller 
makes connections with the beginning of the story - v.2, v.14, 
v19, v32.  How does the “word” that the brothers bring back 6

about Joseph impact Jacob? And how does the narrator 
indicate that there’s more to the story than Jacob can see?

7. What do you take away from this story today? Or, what 
has resonated with you? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

May you be reminded this week of God’s willful and 
persistent way of saving, rescuing, and sparking new 
beginnings even when you cannot see them yet, 
And especially if you find yourself needing to name the pain 
that cannot be comforted. 
May you receive a glimpse of how God’s work in you and 
faithfulness to you doesn’t end when all the lights seem to 
have gone out. 
And in the midst of it, may you learn to trust that there’s 
another story about you.  
One that is stronger and more true than what you feel are 
your unhappy endings,   
And where God’s love for you persists 
- even when you can’t. 

 Cisterns were hollowed out of the limestone bedrock or were dug and then lined with plaster to store rain water. They provided water for humans and animals through 4

most of the dry months. When they were empty, they sometimes served as temporary cells for prisoners (see Jer 38:6). Matthews, V. H., Chavalas, M. W., & Walton, J. H. 
(2000). The IVP Bible background commentary: Old Testament.

 Genesis: Interpretation, W.Brueggemann, 620.5

�  the same word is used for “bad” in “bad report” in v.2 and for “ferocious” in “ferocious animal” v20.
6
“The uncommonly detailed account of the fragrant wares, which the brothers could not possibly have spotted from the distance, is explained in Genesis Rabba 84:16 as 
indicating a providential amelioration of Joseph’s suffering on the road to Egypt in that, at least, he was not subject to the usual malodours that characterized nomadic 
caravans.” Sarna, 260

https://ref.ly/logosres/ivpbbcot?ref=Bible.Ge37.19-24&off=0&ctx=+Joseph%E2%80%99s+brothers.%0a~37:19%E2%80%9324.+cisterns.+

