
Series: Joseph Part 6 
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Genesis 41:1-36  
 
SUMMARY: 
Last week we saw how Joseph refined the essence of who 
he was by moving from a difficult situation to a difficult 
situation. And we were encouraged to see God as the source 
of all the interpreting we need to do in life - hopes, dreams, 
circumstances. And we were encouraged to cultivate the 
practice of choosing to see our life as rooted in Divine 
potential no matter how dark it seems. 
This week, the story begins to turn, and we are going to see 
some unexpected shifts in Joseph’s trajectory and reflect on 
what it means to have the right kind of certainty about the 
future.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. In the sermon, we talked about that one of the ways to 
read the Bible better is to read it imaginatively. Before we 
look at the text, share if and how you use your imagination 

when you are reading the scriptures. Alternatively, share 
what you think about Richard Foster’s quote below on 
imagination and Bible reading.

“The simplest and most basic way to meditate upon the text 
of Scripture is through the imagination...This is a wonderful 
aid as we come to the text of Scripture. We are desiring to 
see, to hear, to touch the biblical narrative. In this simple 
way, we begin to enter the story and make it our own. We 
move from detached observation to active participation. 
Using the imagination also brings the emotions into the 
equation, so that we come to God with both mind and heart. 
It is vitally important to understand the Scripture intellectually, 
but if we have not felt it emotionally, we have not fully 
understood it.”1

2. As you engage the story today, try placing yourself in it. 
Read Genesis 41:1-7, paying attention to the time 
references, numbers, and repetitions. Share a couple of 
most significant changes that have taken place in your life 

 Richard Foster, Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home1



over the past two years. It’s been two years since Joseph 
asked the cupbearer to remember him.  What do you think 2

stayed the same and what has changed in Joseph’s life with 
the passing of time?
 
3. Read Genesis 41:8-16, noticing what keyword is being 
repeated in this part of the story over and over again and 
how it points to the major turn in the story that is about to 
happen. Where does the narrative take an unexpected turn 
and who’s involved?  3

A troubled Pharaoh seeks help in an unexpected place.   4

What have been the sources of unanticipated wisdom in your 
life recently? Any unexpected sources of input, insight, joy, 
rest, etc.?  

4. Compare Joseph’s response to Pharaoh in Gen 41:15-16 
and his response to the chief baker and cupbearer in 40:8. 
How are they similar and what does it tell you about Joseph? 
Why do you think he succeeds while the best magicians and 
wise men of the country skilled in dream interpretation do 
not?

5. Read Genesis 41:15-36. How is Pharaoh’s personal 
retelling of his dream to Joseph different from the narrator’s 
description in vv.1-7? How does the storyteller communicate 
to us Joseph’s certainty about God’s plan? Why do you think 
God reveals the future to Pharaoh?

6. Compare this Joseph and how he approaches dreams 
now with the Joseph we met at the beginning of his story in 
chapter 37. What do you see?  

Or, share a bit of your story and what has helped you to grow 
in trusting that God will meet you in the future and that your 
effort to join God there matters. 

BENEDICTION from the sermon

Joseph stands in this moment as a model for the right kind of 
certainty. Not one where all outcomes are set in stone, or 
where God’s only on the side of the moral.
But one where we trust, ever so carefully, that God would 
meet us in the future whatever it entails, knowing that our 
lives and effort to join God there matter. 

May you start to trust the faithful work of Jesus in you,
and discover along the way that learning to surrender to it 
has a way of fuelling your living.
So much so that, as Peter Enns says, “you are most like 
God, not when you are certain you are right about God, or 
when you tell others how right you are, but when you are 
acting toward others” like God acts toward you. 
May the humility, love, and kindness of the Divine shape a 
certainty deep inside you:
A quiet trust that God’s goodness goes ahead in your story.

 And it was almost 13 years since Joseph ended up in Egypt. 2

 Nile - this river was the source of Egypt’s - and so Pharaoh’s - power, fertility, life. 3

“Magicians and wise men” refers to the most skilled magicians in Egypt, specializing in interpreting of dreams.  
Joseph’s change of clothes signals his change of status according to Waltke, Genesis, 530-531. 
 “It is very unusual in Egypt for the Pharaoh to be in need of an interpreter of his dreams. Since the Pharaoh was considered divine, the gods would communicate to him 4

through dreams, and the meaning was typically presented as transparent to him.” Matthews, V. H., Chavalas, M. W., & Walton, J. H. (2000). The IVP Bible background 
commentary: Old Testament (electronic ed., Ge 41:8–16). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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