
Series: Friendship Week Four
Kensington Commons 
Read: John 21:1-19  
 
SUMMARY: 
Today’s conversation wraps up our series on Friendship. 
We’ve looked at Jesus’ incredible way of making friends and 
at his complex and beautiful friendships. Last week we talked 
about Peter’s denial, today we will see Peter’s transformation 
and talk about new chapters in friendship and the option to 
unfriend. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. If you think about one of your friendships in this past year, 
name one thing that you found most challenging in that 
relationship, and what was one thing that was life-giving?

2. Would you agree with Dr.Susan Philips that friendship is a 
spiritual discipline that, like regular prayer or meditation, can 
have a profound effect on the formation of our inner lives?

3. Read John 21:1-20, paying attention to repetitions, 
actions, names used and emotions. 
What is the setting for Jesus’ conversation with Peter, 
anything significant about it? 

Why does Jesus address Peter by using his other name, 
Simon son of John? 


4. Why do you think Jesus asks Peter three times if Peter 
loves him? 
And why do you think each of Peter’s responses is followed 
by the imperative of taking care of and feeding Jesus’ 
sheep? 


5. How would this experience with Jesus form Peter and 
prepare him for this task Jesus gives him?  

6. What do you do when you are in a toxic friendship?  
Have you ever had an experience like that and what helped 
you to take your space in a healthy way? 



Or, perhaps there was a situation when you were a toxic 
friend for a while, what would have helped you to become 
more self-aware and bring more health into a relationship?

 
7. How does Christ model restoration of friendship here? 
What is your takeaway from this story of a friendship 
betrayed and restored?

Maybe this week take some time to do some friendship 
inventory: 

- trace some of your friendships to their beginnings, 

- think of what brought you together and of what fills your 

relationship - love or fear, 

- reflect whether you are your best self with this person in 

your life, 

- or if you are a good friend for that person who helps them 

be their best self. 


BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving God, 
For the friendships that are life-giving, 
Where love flourishes, 
Where truth and trust are present, 
Where we can be our most authentic selves,  
and there is room for us to grow, 
We give you thanks. 
Jesus, you are the befriender - how holy it is to love one 
another as friends.  

But for friendships in our lives that are life-sucking, 
Where selfishness and misunderstanding rule, 
Where we feel small and manipulated, 
Where we are hurt and need to leave, 
Will the Spirit of the living God guide us towards health, 
Towards conversations that bring clarity, 
Towards a trust in our own minds and hearts. 

God of friendship, will you make us friends - 
Of you, of one another, and with creation, we pray,  
AMEN.  


