
Series: Friendship  
Kensington Commons 
Read: John 11:1-44
 
SUMMARY: 
Over the last few years, we have taken the beginning of the 
new year to talk about relationships. Two years ago we did a 
sermon series on forgiveness, last year we talked about 
loneliness; you can find those series online at 
www.commons.church or on our youtube channel. In this 
series, we turn out attention to what we want to construct, 
and we will be reflecting on our experience and pursuit of 
friendship.
It is a vast subject to cover in four weeks, so do not feel any 
pressure to answer every question here, pick the ones that 
work best for your group.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Begin your time together by sharing about how this topic 
resonates with you. E.g. Do you have any particular 
questions that you would like to be answered or to think 
more about during this four-week conversation on 

friendship? Do you think friendship just happens or it needs 
to be cultivated?

Alternatively, discuss what place friendship occupies in our 
social world today.

2. Research says that most of us are struggling with 
friendship as adults. How does this connect with your 
experience? How has your experience of friendship changed 
over time as you moved from childhood to adulthood? What 
have been some of the struggles?
  
3. Would you agree that our understanding of friendship or 
even our friendships themselves have become broader and 
shallower at the same time?  
Do you feel that technology has reshaped your 
communication and terms of engagement with other people?  
How does social media impact your friendships and the way 
you see the concept of friendship itself? 

4. What do you think are the unique roles that our friends 
play in our lives as opposed to acquaintances or partner/
spouse relationship?



Would you agree that it seems like friendship has lost its 
unique role and now we either tend to see everyone as a 
“friend” or exclusively rely on our partners to meet our 
relationship needs? 

5. Commenting on the male deficit model, Courtney Martin 
writes that 

“Men’s friendship tend to be more episodic and short-term — 
forged over beers after work and then abandoned when 
someone gets transferred to another department, or born on 
bikes side by side, climbing up hills with rich conversation, 
but lost to injury. Men’s friendships may tend to be fleeting, 
but the effects are anything but. Many men rely exclusively 
on women —their partners, first and foremost, but also 
female friends — to be emotional surrogates of a sort.”1

What do you think about this?

Alternatively, share about how you have been mentored in 
cultivating deep friendships in your life. How have you been 
encouraged to keep investing in meaningful relationships?
 
6. Read John 11:1-44, paying attention to how emotions and 
depth of care are communicated. What do you pick up from 
the text about relationships Jesus had with Lazarus, Mary 
and Martha? How is the private and personal nature of these 
relationships emphasized?

7. What does the miracle, set in the context of relationship, 
help you see in Jesus? How do his deeply human friendships 
remind you of what God is like? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

May you recognize your need for friendship this day. 
May you sense that longing as inherently holy. 
May Spirit bring persons across your path in sacred 
moments, 
and may you work to cultivate the depth  
that you uncover in those in near you. 
May you be fascinated by the friends that surround you, 
and may they welcome you into the life and resurrection at 
the heart of our Lord’s friendships. 
Amen
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