
Series: Friendship Week Two 
Kensington Commons  
Text: Mark 8:27-33
 
SUMMARY: 
The fact that Jesus was invested in people, not just to teach 
us something but for what those people could add to him, 
invites us to see the divine in our own friendships. And last 
week, we started our conversation on friendship recognizing 
that friendships occupy a unique place in our social world 
(and it is an expression of love when our partners recognize 
that they cannot be our everything and encourage us to 
invest in friendships). Today, we will look at intimacy and 
vulnerability in our friendships.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you find easy and almost common-sense about 
being friends with someone, and what do you find hard or 
what are you struggling with in your friendships or your 
search for meaningful close connections?

2. Jesus’ inner circle of friends included Peter, John and 
James, and Mary Magdalene. Jesus being friends with Mary 
subverted some of the cultural expectations. 
How has being friends with people who are different from 
you shaped you? What gifts have those friendships brought 
into your life? 
 
3. Why do you think vulnerability is so critical for our 
friendships?  In your experience of friendship or community, 
what was it that encouraged and helped you to be vulnerable 
and what was it that prevented you from it? 

4. Read Mark 8:27-33, looking at the story through the lens 
of friendship, paying attention to how the story is structured, 
who’s involved, the dialogue that takes place, and notice any 
parallels, repetitions and contrasts. 
Why do you think Jesus asks his disciples first about other 
people’s perception of him and then about theirs? 
How have your friends helped you to know who you are or to 
understand yourself better? 



5. What makes you trust the perspective of your friends on 
you? Why do you think it is important to hear our friends 
perspective when we are growing in our understanding of our 
identity?

6. Notice how Peter’s response to Jesus’ question about His 
identity leads to Jesus disclosing to his disciples what it 
actually means to be the Messiah. And notice Peter’s 
reaction after he hears the implications of him voicing what 
he believes to be true about Jesus.  

What are the risks of being vulnerable with our friends, 
especially when they ask us about what we see in them? 
And how does avoidance of vulnerability affect our 
friendships?


7. Vulnerability is as hard to receive as it is to share. What 
does it look like to treat vulnerability with the dignity it 
deserves? 


Maybe this week, take a moment to think about who you 
would like to ask this question, “Who do you think I am?” 
But, also, which of your friends you could support in their 
journey of stepping into their true selves. 


BENEDICTION:

May you glimpse in this story of Jesus and Peter’s friendship 
the power that self-disclose has to enable you to know 
yourself in new ways through your friends. 

May you cultivate vulnerable moments in your life 
by finding the people that care deeply about you, 
by inviting their perspectives on you, 
by challenging the assumptions that diminish you, 
but always recognizing your need for those near you. 

May you experience those sacred moments  
where friends help you discover yourself in entirely new 
ways.  


