
Series: Parables of Grace Easter Sunday
Kensington Commons
Text: Luke 15:11-31

SUMMARY: 

This year we are engaging the Easter story through the lens 
of parable. We’ve been living in the parables of grace during 
Lent, and today we’re looking at the parable known as the 
parable of the prodigal son. 
We wanted to end our series here because it is a beautiful 
image for us to focus on, but also because in many ways it is 
a culmination of the story that Jesus’s been telling us and the 
religious leaders of the day about God, who is absurdly 
gracious and ridiculously joyful, and about resurrection that 
comes to us in a thousand different ways. 

Discussion questions are grouped according to the sermon 
sections. Feel free to explore one section in depth or cover 
as many questions as you’d like. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Trilogies

What do you notice about the context for the parable of the 
prodigal son? 
Who are Jesus’ listeners?
What question or issue is Jesus addressing with this trilogy?
What parallels do you see in all three stories? How is the last 
one different from the first two? 

Finding ourselves

Read Luke 15:11-31.

How did the younger son get “lost”? 

In what way does coming to his senses become the turning 
point in his story? What has helped him to become his true 
self? 

“When you are at your worst sometimes the first thing is to 
remember who you really are.” 



How does this idea resonate with you? Have ever had an 
experience of becoming yourself again, or becoming awake 
to who you are?

What do you think about the younger son’s "action plan"? 
How does it expose some of the ways we tend to see our 
relationship with God? 

What we already know

How does the father’s reaction expand what we already 
know about God from the stories of the lost sheep and coin? 

What particularly connects with you in this image of God that 
Jesus paints?

All kinds of good 

Why is the older brother reacting that way? What fears or 
other feelings does his reaction expose?

In what way are the brothers different or similar? What do 
you notice about the father’s response to both?

In what way does Jesus’ adding of a twist - the older son - 
make the story get real? How does it address his listeners? 
And how is this parable a real story about us? Or, how does 
this story allows us to see ourselves in the Easter story?

Where in your life have you been struggling to see the 
resurrection recently? Or, where have you experienced it 
lately?

BENEDICTION: 

Every parable, every breath, every spring, every cell, 
Every emotion, every story, every sunrise, 
Every moment of grace no matter how small—
Speaks to the most real thing in the universe: 
That God is in the business of resurrection—
And that even before you know it you have already been 
brought back to life.

May you notice the resurrection that surrounds you this 
Easter,
May you welcome the invitation to drop your barriers,
May you sink into the goodness that sustains all things,
And may you take your rightful place at the party 
God is throwing for the world God is bringing back to life.


