
Series: Parables of Grace Week One 
Kensington Commons 
Text: Luke 15:1-7  
 
SUMMARY:
Every year alongside a series from the Hebrew Scriptures 
and a series from one of the New Testament letters, we also 
ground ourselves, directly in the teachings of Jesus. This 
year as we move towards Easter we will focus on parables of 
grace. Jesus loves to tell stories; most of Jesus’ teaching 
comes in the form of story.
Questions are grouped based on the sections of the sermon. 
Feel free to stay in one section or explore them all. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Why Parables

How or where in your life have you experienced the power of 
story? 

What are some of the stories that have shaped you and your 
understanding of God? 

How have they expanded/or maybe narrowed your 
imagination of yourself or God?

What are some of the stories that have been told about you 
or you have told yourself that you’re grappling with?

Retelling Parables

Read Luke 15:1-7. 

What is the context of the story here? 
Compare the context of this story with the context Matthew 
uses to retell it in Matthew 18 (see Matt 18:1-3, and 10-14).  

In what way does each author personalize the story? 

How is the point the story’s making similar or different in both 
instances?

Finding Ourselves in Parables

One of the things that's important when reading parables is 
asking ourselves which character or characters we identify 
with. 



Which character in this parable do you identify with?

Is the lost sheep in the story doing what a sheep is supposed 
to do?

What does this story tell you about yourself?

Or would you identify with the 99 sheep who are in a safe 
place? 

What does this story tell us about church? 
How does it help us to see that we tell the story of God, but 
we’re not the story?

Allowing ourselves to be surprised by Parables

In what way does this story reflect our tendencies and 
rationalizations to us?

And how does it reflect our hopes? 

What does this story tell you about God? 
And how does it invite you to reimagine and be surprised by 
the shepherd?

PRAYER: 

God, 

as we begin this Lenten season and we engage in the 
practices of generosity and repentance, and giving up and 
confessing, would all of those point us back to your grace.

Grace that sits at the center of the universe, grace that sits at 
the center of the story of Easter. 

Grace that sits at the center of all of the stories you tell, 
Grace that reminds us that your love does not make sense, 
that it is not rational, and that’s the point.

We are offered an image into a new world, defined by 
completely new economics.

God as we understand your love that leaves the ninety-nine 
and comes to search us down, that looks for us today and 
tomorrow no matter how many times we get lost.

Would that observed story then become the story that we live 
out in all our relationships.

May we become the grace and peace that you extend to the 
world, and may we do it through your divine heart.

In the strong name of the risen Christ, we pray, Amen.


