
Series: Parables of Grace Week Six
Kensington Commons 
Text: Luke 18:1-8 and Luke 19:37-44  
 
SUMMARY:

We chose to focus on grace during Lent this year to be 
reminded of how scandalous, subversive and transformative 
grace is, but also to keep learning to read the Bible with an 
open heart, fresh eyes and a creative spirit.

Last week we looked at the parable of the mustard seed, 
where Jesus both welcomes those who are shooed away 
and confronts those who need to revisit their expectations 
and boundaries, pushing them to see that the kingdom is not 
theirs to control. Today we look at the parable of the unjust 
judge and move towards Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.

Discussion questions follow the sections of the sermon; feel 
free to explore one or two sections in-depth or go through as 
many questions as want to cover. 

Good Stories

What stories have connected with you the most in this series 
and why?

In what ways have the stories we looked at disrupted your 
ideas of God, or maybe encouraged you to change the way 
you remember, tell or chose to shape your own story?

Lightning Bolts

Have you ever had the experience of hearing the Divine 
through something you were really interested in, or through a 
song, or a book, or a movie, that became a kind of parable 
for you personally?

Read Luke 18:1-8 paying attention to details mentioned.

What do you notice about the main characters, their actions 
or motivations? 



What parallels do you see between this parable and the 
parable about the unhelpful friend? 

How Much More

What moves the judge to respond? 
In what way do you think God is like and unlike this judge?

How have the ideas of God being simultaneously about 
grace and judgment intersected with your life, impacted your 
faith, or maybe even shaped your theology?

How does Jesus flip the image of the unjust judge to show 
what true justice looks like? What does it mean that God is 
ultimately unjust?

The Final Parable

What is the connection between Jesus’ statement about faith 
and this parable? Why do you think Jesus ends it with this 
question?

Read Luke 19:37-44

What imagery, emotions and reactions do you notice about 
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, that first Palm Sunday? 
How are human ideas of justice and God’s way of grace 
contrasted here? What makes Jesus weep?

This week we enter with Jesus into Jerusalem and follow his 
journey to the cross. How are the parables we’ve studied this 
Lent reflected and culminated in this final parable?

Where in your life today do you find it hard to follow an 
ultimately unjust God? 

And what would it look like for you even this week to have 
faith in the way of grace?

BENEDICTION:

God is the ultimate unjust judge,
Because Jesus is the ultimate expression of the grace we 
don’t deserve.
So on this Palm Sunday as we rehearse Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem,
May you encounter the unjust God who loves you — always,
Who forgives you —anyways,
And welcomes you —all the ways,
May grace and peace replace vengeance and retribution,
May justice find new voice in us,
And may each of us take new steps in the way of Jesus this 
Holy Week,
Amen.

EVENT HIGHLIGHT: 

On Tuesday and Thursday, the Kensington parish will be 
open from 9am-9pm for a drop in self-guided Stations of The 
Cross experience. 


