
Series: Parables of Grace Week Five
Kensington Commons  
Read: Luke 13:10-22  
 
SUMMARY
We’re in week five of our series on the Parables of Grace. Last week 
we looked at the parable of the unhelpful friend to see how It relates 
prayer and to discover that Jesus is not talking about persistence, 
knocking the second time and waking up the Divine from slumber. 
This parable is about how God is unlike that friend and that the only 
prerequisite for prayer is our willingness to ask as we stand 
unashamedly before God in our need. 

Today we are looking at how Jesus challenges the assumptions of 
the religious establishment of what the kingdom of God is like. 


Discussion questions are grouped to follow the sermon outline. Feel 
free to spend time exploring one section in depth or focus on those 
questions that you’d like to discuss. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Multiple Tellings 

The parable of the mustard seed appears in all three synoptic 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) which means that it was probably 
one of Jesus’ favourite stories to tell. However, in Matthew, it shows 
up as part of a sermon, and in Luke, it functions as a response to a 

question. The context in which the stories are told shapes our 
understanding and points to the nuances that Jesus wants us to 
hear. 

So, consider the setting in which the two stories describing the 
kingdom are told. 


Read Luke 13:10-22. 


What do you notice? Who are the main characters and what 
happens?

Is there any significance in the location Luke mentions?

What attitudes and emotional responses do you observe and what 
causes them? 

What is the power dynamics in the story? Why does a religious leader 
choose to challenge/attack the people but not Jesus?


What do you think is the real issue in this situation with healing on a 
sabbath? How does Jesus’ response correct and expand the 
synagogue leader’s understanding of the Sabbath? 

What do you think can be the examples of how good rules, systems 
or ideas get co-opted by the powerful to oppress the marginalized 
today?


Luke juxtaposes the humiliation of the opponents with the delight of 
the people. Why is Jesus’ response perceived as humiliation by the 
religious leaders? 




How do you tend to respond to legitimate critique? 

How do you know when a criticism is legitimate, and your response 
is adequate? 


Hebrew Allusions 
Focus on Luke 13:18-21.

“Mustard seed” was a conventional illustration of something that 
starts small but gets very big. 

“Cedar” was a big and majestic tree that Israel used for generations 
as a symbol for national pride.

“Birds of the air” represent the Gentile nations - outsiders - coming to 
find shelter in Israel and under the Hebrew God. 


Compare how the image Jesus uses here is similar and how it’s 
different from the ones found in the prophets: 


The Trees And The Birds 

Speaking of a mustard plant, Jesus calls it a tree, where in fact it is a 
type of shrub that tends to be quite uncontrollable, takes over 
gardens and grows where it’s not wanted.


What is the significance of Jesus’ merging the imagery of a cedar tree 
with a mustard shrub? 


How does the image of a big wild scraggly plant that becomes home 
for the birds of the air reframe the prophets’ and Israel’s 
understanding of the kingdom? Of power? Of God? 


How does the imagery of yeast working through 60 pounds of dough 
reinforce the vision Jesus wants to communicate?


Religion That Is On Our Side  

What is the connection between these two images of the kingdom 
and the interaction Jesus has had with the religious leaders? 


How does this incident and response shed light on how we tend to 
weaponize religion? 


What do these two short illustrations tell you about grace that you 
would like to take with you into the next week? 

What can the kingdom of God look like for you? 

Or, where do you need to experience grace this week?


BENEDICTION: 

May you know today that your story was never a burden to be chased 
away, 
Because you were always worthy of shelter and respect and care,

And you are exactly who the kingdom was built for.

All that God has ever extended to any of us is grace.
So may grace become the soil 

From which that seed now takes root in you.

Ezekiel 17: 22-23: 

“‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 
says: I myself will take a shoot 
from the very top of a cedar and 
plant it; I will break off a tender 
sprig from its topmost shoots 
and plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. On the mountain 
heights of Israel I will plant it; it 
will produce branches and bear 
fruit and become a splendid 
cedar. Birds of every kind will 
nest in it; they will find shelter in 
the shade of its branches.

Daniel 4:10-12 

“I looked, and there before me 
stood a tree in the middle of the 
land. Its height was enormous. 
The tree grew large and strong 
and its top touched the sky; it 
was visible to the ends of the 
earth. Its leaves were beautiful, 
its fruit abundant, and on it was 
food for all. Under it the wild 
animals found shelter, and the 
birds lived in its branches; from it 
every creature was fed.”


