
Series: Parables of Grace Week Four 

Kensington Commons 

Text: Luke 11:1-10  
 
SUMMARY: 
We continue making our way through the parables of grace this 
Lent. Last week we looked at how the story of the unforgiving 
servant challenges us to learn to forgive. And how for Jesus 
grace is not what we do or what we think, but who we become. 
Grace is about the world we choose to inhabit, an invitation to 
choose an alternative relational economy initiated by God and 
extended to us freely. 
Today we are looking at one more story that explores the 
dynamics of grace in our lives and shows what prayer is about. 


The questions are grouped according to the sermon sections. 
Feel free to stay in one section and explore it in depth or chose 
a few questions that you’d like to cover with your group.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 11:1-10


Thinking theologically 

What are some of the indications in the text that the story is 
directly related to the question about prayer?

Why do you think Jesus respond to the question seeking 
“instructions" with a story? 


“The Divine voice is not interested in correcting your theological 
thinking as much as the Divine voice wants you to learn how to 
think theologically.”  
How does this point Jeremy made in the sermon resonate with 
you?


What are some of the stories (lived ones, observed, heard, read 
or experienced in any other way) that have influenced or 
shaped the way you are coming to know God?


Misreading relationships 
Consider the parable itself, Luke 11:5-10.


What is the relational dynamics here?


What are some of the dangers of our cultural narrative of self-
sufficiency? Would you agree that self-sufficiency is an illusion? 




Would you say you’re more comfortable with asking for help or 
extending help? 

If you don’t mind, share a story from your life when asking for 
help brought goodness and health to your life. Was it a hard 
thing to do and why? 


In this story, who do you identify with more: the friend who is 
seeking help in the night or with the neighbour who’s reluctant 
to help? 


How does the imagery of this unhelpful friend connect (or does 
not connect) with your view of the Divine?


Learning Persistence  

What in this story encourages you to read it as a story about 
persistence?


What has been the role of persistence in your life and faith 
journey? How has it been helpful? Or, has there been a 
situation where persistence did not quite work?


How can reading this parable with the focus on persistence and 
reciprocal friendship misconstrue our image of the Divine, as 
well as our view of prayer? 


When the Story Flips  

Note that in the story, the neighbour does not knock twice or 
makes a scene to wake everyone up. 

The story hinges on the neighbour responding to the audacity 
of the one asking.  Shameless audacity  - anaideian is the 
Greek word that Jesus uses here, and it is an antonym for aidos 
- shame. 


How does reading this parable with the focus on a shame-free 
need for help shift the story from being one about persistence 
to being about grace? 


How does it help us see our relationship with God differently?


What does this parable tell us about prayer? 


At this point in your life, where do you sense that God is inviting 
you to this kind of shameless audacity, total dependence on 
grace, complete unashamedness of need?


BENEDICTION from the sermon:

May you know that you were never self-sufficient to begin with,

That you were always standing at God’s door in the middle of 
the night begging for bread, 

And that this was never something to be ashamed of

Because grace is about knowing you are allowed to need help.


