
Series: When in Rome IV  
Kensington Commons 
Text: Romans chapters 1-8  
 
SUMMARY: 
We are starting our year four in Romans by doing a brief 
overview of the first eight chapters of the letter. We will also look 
at Paul’s history with Judaism and Christ and how both 
experiences shape Paul's theology. If you have time this week, it 
might be good to read the first eight chapters of Romans and 
remember where we’ve been on this theological journey as a 
community. You can access our podcast and find all our 
teaching on “When in Rome” here, our Inglewood podcast for 
“When in Rome” can be found here.

The questions this week are broken into four sections based on 
the sermon outline, feel free to stay in one section and go 
deeper or pick one question from each section or feel free to do 
whatever works for your group and discussion. 

For some of us the letter to Romans might be very familiar, for 
others, it might not be familiar at all. What has been your 
experience of Romans so far? What are you looking forward to 
as we return to this book for the fourth year?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Code-shifting
In what way is Paul uniquely placed to connect and speak into 
the two worlds - Jewish and Greco-Roman?  
Why would he say in Rom 1:14 that he is obligated to both 
Greeks and non-Greeks, to the wise and the foolish? 

In your experience, what are the different worlds that you 
inhabit? How do you code-shift between them? 

What helps you to speak to those who do not share your 
worldview or perspective? What do you think helped Paul to be 
heard? 
What do you think speaking the truth in love is about? Have you 
ever experienced that in your life when someone spoke truth to 
you and did it well?

2. Rethinking
Read Rom 5:12-15 and 1 Cor 15:22

What is the connection between sin and death for Paul?  
And what is the nature of the good news here? 

https://www.commons.church/teaching?tag=Romans
https://www.commons.church/inglewood-teaching?tag=Romans


After his conversion, Paul rethought his whole life and Judaism 
in light of Jesus. And at the core of what Paul is trying to work 
out in his letters is this idea that the world is being reconciled to 
God and none of our categories matter anymore. 

What has encouraged you to rethink some of your assumptions 
about the world or even your faith? 

Ethnic identity was one of the categories that Paul re-
considered in light of Christ. 
What are some of the categories that you notice are changing 
for you the longer you walk with Jesus?
 
3. Theological Schools 
Tubingen: conflict between Paul (faith-based theology) and 
Peter (works-based theology of doing the right thing)
Archaeology of religion: Judaism as a do-the-right-thing religion 
VS Greek philosophy as a think-the-right-way culture. Paul’s 
understood as trying to adapt Judaism for a non-Jewish 
understanding.
New perspective on Paul: Paul’s Jewish identity is taken 
seriously. Judaism is seen as a religion that never focused on 
doing the right thing but as a response to God’s love. 

Why do we tend to interpret “justification by faith” as “believing 
the right things”?
“The righteousness of God is given through the faithfulness of 
Jesus Christ to all who trust. Therefore there is no difference 
now between Jew and Gentile.” 

How does this way of reading Romans 3:22 shed light on the 
idea of what it means to be justified by faith? 

4. One Community in Christ
How is our tendency to see love as a limited commodity affects 
our lives? 

What example of dividing people into “us” and “them” do you 
observe in our culture?  

How Paul’s understanding of Christianity challenged the division 
between Jews and Gentiles? How does it challenge the 
divisions we construct today?

PRAYER: 

God, 
As we dive back in the book of Romans with all of the thought, 
and theology, and history that comes with it, these categories 
that feel like as anachronisms, because they are so separated 
from our experience of the world today,
Might you help us to sift through it all to recognize that same 
human struggle that all of us feel that I will never really know 
myself as loved unless I know who is not. 

And would you instead begin to replace that narrative with this 
idea  that knowing ourselves as loved is as simple as trusting 
you to do good for us, 
that your love is infinite and inexhaustible, 
and as it begins to sink deep into us, 
it will change the ways we engage with everyone, 
that we might follow Paul’s lead and begin to tear down the 
walls and the barriers and the in-groups and out-groups that we 
create around us, 
and that we might begin to see people around us the way 
that you do, as deeply loved and always welcomed. 
In the strong name of the risen Christ we pray, 
Amen.


