
Series: When in Rome IV Week 5  
Kensington Commons  
Read: Romans 12  
 
SUMMARY: 
Today we wrap up our fourth series on the letter to Romans. 
Over the past few weeks, we looked at how Paul wanted the 
church in Rome to approach the differences between the 
Jewish and Gentile Jesus-followers in their midst.  Today we’ll 
discover how the entire difficult section we’ve studied together 
this year is all about mercy, and we’ll hear from Paul about how 
to live as a community with challenges within and without. 
The questions are grouped based on the sermon outline, feel 
free to focus on one section in depth or cover as many as your 
group wants.

Offering Bodies
Consider Romans 12:1-2.
In what ways is our view of our bodies different today? How 
was the way Paul talks about bodies an empowering as 
opposed to diminishing perspective?
Sacrifice

How is Paul reframing the concept of Jewish or Roman 
sacrifices here?  
What is a living sacrifice for him? 
What does offering your body as a living sacrifice have to do 
with community?

In what way is this invitation about an affirmation of your worth 
and not a denial of it? 

Eugene Peterson in the Message puts it this way, “ Take your 
everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 
and walking around life - and place it before God as an 
offering.” Rom 12: 1

What are some of the ordinary, regular things in your life that 
have become worship for you (or that you’d like to see as 
worship)?

Renewing Mind
For Paul, it’s your habits, your rhythms, your patterns that start 
the changes in you, not your mind. Would you agree with that?  



What has been your experience of how what you do with your 
body and resources have shaped your mind?  

Is there a ritual or a practice in your life that helps you to 
remember that you are a whole self and encourages you to 
see yourself and others more holistically?

Community 
Consider Romans 12:3-8. 
This is where Paul gets to where he wants to go. For Paul, if 
we really live in the age to come, present here and now, and if 
we really live in the light of the story of Jesus that welcomes all 
to give their all, the real test of our faith will be our 
communities. 

In what ways our communities are the real test and reflection 
of our faith? 

In what ways have you been making space in your theology 
and posturing for people to come close enough to embrace?

Surprising spaces
Bobbi called her sermon What my Jewish Neighbours Taught 
Me about Living my Christian Faith. 
What were some of the unexpected places, people or 
experiences that taught you about living your Christian faith?

If you think about community, not abstractly, but as embodied 
in people you know and who you would consider your 
community, what would you say the marks of that community 
are? What brought those people into your life? What makes 
them stay? 

Consider the rest of chapter 12 where Paul uses an ancient 
style of instruction called parenesis, a list of instructions of how 
his teaching can land practically. See if there’s anything on that 
list that connects with you personally or where you sense an 
invitation, take it with you into this next week or maybe even 
the season of Lent. 

PRAYER: 

Loving God,
As we’ve walked through this letter again this year, 
You have met us
With grace, imagination, and great big thoughts about who you 
are
To us 
To our neighbours
To our world. 

Help us not to step back from the world we live in - but to step 
into it, with open and curious hearts, to experience your work in 
our midst. 

There is enough love to go around,
There really is.
 
Spirit of the living God, present with us now,
Enter the places of conflict and pain in our lives, 
And heal us of all that harms us, 
AMEN.


