
Series: Sermon on the Mount Week 3
Kensington Commons
Text: Matthew 5:17-48

Discussion questions follow the sermon outline and invite 
your group to engage with the message on a more personal 
level. You are welcome to focus on one section, adjust the 
questions to your group's context, or use them in any way 
that works for you. They are just a tool to help your group 
share, engage with the sermon, and be formed and 
encouraged in your experience of faith. There is no need to 
get through them all.

SUMMARY: 
Jesus first welcomes us into a new imagination of reality we 
call the beatitudes, then talks about the life this imagination 
lights inside us, and then he answers those who might feel 
his picture of God is a bit too good. 

The Whiplash

Are you more comfortable with rule-followers or rule-
challengers? Where would you place yourself, and why? 

Read Matthew 5:17 - 48

What stands out to you in vv.17-20? 

What first comes to mind when you hear the word "Law"? 

What impression is Jesus correcting here by describing his 
attitude to the Law? 

The Two Torahs 

When Jesus speaks about the Law, he has both the written 
law (the Torah with 613 rules, 365 prohibitions, and 248 
impositions) and the oral law (all of the interpretation of those 
rules) in mind. And in the Jewish culture, the written law was 
understood to be incomplete without the spoken law. 

Look at Matthew 5:21-22, 5:27-28, 5:33-37, 5:38-39 and 
5:43-45.
What does it mean that Jesus came to fulfil the Law when we 
read these verses with that understanding of the law in 
mind? 

Shammai and Hillel

Think about some of your teachers or mentors, what has 
made you follow them and learn from them?



The way Jesus talks about the Law here puts him in the 
middle of the major oral law controversy of two rabbies - the 
house of Shammai (laws are laws) and the house of Hillel 
(start with the most important laws and work your way out 
from there). 

Hillel taught that the law was about reciprocity - "what you 
dislike, do not do to your friend."
How does Jesus redefine and transform this formulation 
here? In what way is his law different? 

How do you relate to this?
"You cannot follow Jesus by avoiding anything. What you 
don't do does not make you a Cristian. Righteousness is an 
active posture in the world. It is a vital disposition towards the 
good."

What the Law is for 

How does Jesus here sidestep the binaries that people 
wanted to place him in?

Why is the Law important to Jesus? 

What is the connection between the law and the story in 
which God is at work?

What is the role of the law for us today as we find ourselves 
in God's story? 

As you go into the rest of this week, ask God to help you 
know yourself as loved and let that love shape you, allow 
yourself to be teachable and responsive to the Spirit. 

BENEDICTION

Love God with everything you have.
Love your neighbour as yourself.
All the law and the prophets hang on these,
Because rules for rules will rule over you and never change 
you.
But a story that becomes you will welcome you into God's 
kingdom that continues to unfold to this day. 
May you know the old story so well
That Christ begins new stories through you. 


