
Series: Wealth Week One
Kensington Commons 
Read: Exodus 20:1-17  
 
Today we begin a short three-week conversation that we've 
titled simply WEALTH. We will talk about money, but really we 
are interested in exploring a broader imagination for how we 
see our place, and our value, and our investment in this world. 
Today we're looking at "No coveting", next week is the 
relationship between generosity and justice, and finally, we 
want to talk about the pursuit of happiness. 
Today's questions follow the sermon outline. Feel free to 
explore one section in depth or choose one question from 
each section, whatever works best for the needs of your 
group.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

When you hear the word "wealth" what immediately comes to 
mind? 
Would you agree that "all the worst expressions of greed in 
our culture are products of the narrative that tells us to want 
what "they" have."? 
How has this been part of your experience? 

Memetic Desire (from Greek memesis - imitation)

What do you think has shaped your imagination of wealth? 
What ideas and experiences? 

What has been the role of imitation in your life? How has it 
encouraged you to learn new things, to change, to grow? Or, 
maybe it was the opposite?

What was the role of imitation in what you've learned about 
wealth growing up? 

How does Girard's conviction - that humans don't even know 
how to desire and that all we do is copy each other - resonate 
with you?

What do you think is the connection between desire, imitating 
someone's desire and coveting?

Planned Obsolescence

How do you think (or even experience) the theory of desire 
serves the advertising industry?



How has the advertising industry reshaped our imagination of 
wealth in the last generation?  
What has been its effect on you?
Or, what connections do you observe between the advertising 
industry, planned obsolescence, perceived need/inferiority and 
our consumption patterns? 

Victor Lebow: "Our enormously productive economy demands 
that we make consumption our way of life, that we convert the 
buying and use of goods into rituals, that we seek our spiritual 
satisfactions, our ego satisfactions, in consumption." How 
does this resonate with you?

Would you agree that we are struggling to know how to desire 
things for ourselves?

The 10 Commandments (Read the 10 sayings in Exodus)

How do you think Sabbath, an "unproductive" time of rest, can 
help us to find value in who we are and resist the patterns of 
consumption/production, i.e you are what you have/you are 
what you produce? 

How does seeing the 10 sayings in the context of the story - 
God setting people free from slavery - and as a preamble to a 
promise - God setting people free from all kinds of unhealthy 
and destructive desires - reframe of your understanding of 10 
commandments? 

It is possible to see the 10 sayings as 9 rules and one 
promise. 
How does the promise - you will no longer covet - refers to the 
original attitude of desire we find in the story from Adam to 
Moses? Would you agree that desire itself has become the 
powerful, seductive force that skews our lives?
 
A New Way to Imagine Ambition

The ambition of the 10 commandments is to help the new 
nation of Israel to exit the pattern on being driven by unhealthy 
desire. 

Where do we need to start if we want to reframe our 
imagination of wealth? 

Take some time to reflect on the role of desire and wealth in 
your life. Invite the Spirit to guide you this week as you keep 
pondering and encountering the ways that wealth is imagined 
around you and/or for you. 

PRAYER:

Gracious God of good and generous gifts,
Help us as we begin to do the hard work of separating our 
imagination of ourselves from our resources.
We are not our bank accounts,
Our value is not defined by what we give,
Our failings are not defined by what we don’t.
And yet we want to learn what it means to live generously,     
To give freely and openly of ourselves and our resources,
To carry our stories with a sense of community and care,
To hold what we have been given with an open hand,
But also consciously and carefully so that we might be worthy 
of the responsibility inherent in receiving.
We trust that you are the source of all that is good in our world,
And we believe that you are not finished with us, or your story, 
yet
Teach us what it is to play a part in your tale,
And to do it with a profound sense of joy,
In the strong name of the risen Christ, we pray,  
Amen.


