
home from school as soon as possible so 
that she and her brother can search for any 
work that will earn them a little money to 
buy some food for the family. Before the 
school started in Kalende, it was normal 
for children to spend their days working in 
the fields to help bring in small incomes.

But Loveness receives some respite from 
her responsibilities when she attends the 
Kalende Community Based Organisation’s 
(CBO) Care Point, along with three of 
her siblings. Here they receive a hot and 
nutritious meal every day and the loving 
devotion of the Care Workers who also 
encourage Loveness and give her much-
needed support and guidance. Despite 
everything, Loveness is doing very well with 
her studies at school and is in grade 4. This 
is an encouraging part of the story of the 
Kalende CBO, which formed a relationship 
with Hands at Work through a partnership 
with the local community school. Loveness 
plans to use her experiences positively in 
the future and would love to train to be a 
nurse one day.

“Thirteen-year-old Loveness* and 
her Fourteen-year-old brother, 
Jolandah* are best friends. Life 

has not been easy for them but they work 
well together, essentially acting as parents 
to their three younger siblings. In the 
meantime, their mother and father, who 
are relatively young themselves, struggle 
to take responsibility for their large and 
burgeoning family, the youngest of whom 
is only a few months old.

Loveness’ parents are not employed and 
find it difficult to make enough money 
for essentials; there is rarely food in their 
household. As a result, Loveness finds 
it hard to act as a child, never playing 
games with the other children at school 
and bearing a weight of responsibility 
to act as mother to her younger siblings. 
She harbours a bitterness against her 
parents for their lack of care and often 
cries despondently when visited by the 
Care Workers, who try hard to support the 
needs of the whole family. Loveness runs 

Hands at Work in Africa (Canada) Society in partnership with  
Commons Church

The loving devotion of 
Care Workers
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Children currently supported: 125

The Kalende Community Based 
Organisation (CBO) is committed to 
helping the children maintain good 
health and to ensuring that they 
gain maximum nutrition from their 
food. To this end, all 125 children 
who receive a regular, nutritious 
meal at the Care Point have also 
received regular de-worming 
medication.

Mosquito nets were recently 
purchased for 27 children who 
were most in need, in order to 
help prevent malaria which runs 
rampant through the rainy season 
in Zambia.

Updates

 October to December 2018

community based organisation

handsatwork.org *name has been changed


