
Launch Series Part 3 - September 25th, 2016

SYNOPSIS

The point of 1st John is you can live after you die, sure…
but you can live before you die too… fully and extravagantly. 
You can allow the pain of another to sink itself into you and 
you can redeem it by caring, you can heal it by serving… you 
can be part of transforming God’s world simply by opening 
yourself to the full range of human experience that comes 
when you live in community.

Here’s the incredible, surprising, liberating, beautiful thing 
that 1st John does for us:
it says that the self giving, sacrificial love of the divine,
expressed in Christ, can be present in us when we do 
something as simple as use our resources in generous ways, 
or give our time and attention to those who need it. 

When you allow yourself to be vulnerable enough to really 
feel the experience of those in need, then the love of God is 
made perfect in you…
because that’s what Jesus does for you.

he enters your story, and he feels your pain
and he experiences your joy,
and he lives life with you…

Read 1 John 3:11-18  

DISCUSSION
1. What is something that you think is “not too bad”?
 
2. Jeremy spoke about John 15:18 being used 
inappropriately when the world reacts to a heavy-handed 
approach to talking about Jesus. Have you seen people use 
this verse as a defence, or in what ways have you witnessed 
this attitude at play? 

3. Have you had an experience in which someone you didn't 
know did something for you that left you feeling loved? What 
was that experience like for you in terms of feeling 
vulnerable?

4. Jeremy suggested that part of being fully alive is being 
fully present - even to difficult emotion. What emotion is 
hardest for you to be present to? Do you know why? 

5. When have you felt "hit in the gut" seeing someone in 
need? Did the experience change you? If so, how?

6. Jeremy made the distinction between being biologically 
alive and spiritually/fully alive. When in your life have you felt 
just biologically alive? In what parts of your life might you feel 
that way now? 

7. Jeremy said this line, what do you think of it: 
“so death is where we start 
and life is where we go
love is how we get there
and eternal life — lives inside us right now…”

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each of 
you are interested in sending in a question each week that 
you think would be good for discussion. You are the ones 
leading through these every week and know what flies and 
what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective in 
the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and I’ll 
throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS

There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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