
Series: One Last Thing  
Week 3  

Read: John 15  
 
Summary: 
John 15 includes several famous verses, including verse 18. 
But the truth is that what Jesus was hated for was who he 
refused to hate…
Our social world is built on in-groups and out-groups, and 
there’s a lot of research that shows that as human beings,
feeling included by defining who is excluded is our 
fundamental social need. 
But if we’re going to align ourselves with Jesus and we’re 
going to be hated, then we need to be hated for who we 
love…
The warning about about hate is actually an invitation to love 
recklessly, because if we’re going to take Jesus seriously 
when he gives us a new command then we need to take him 
seriously when he asks us to follow through. 
And if we find the courage to love across lines that define our 
groups, we will inevitably find ourselves at odds with a 
culture that thrives on conflict… 
and that is worth being hated for. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. What are some of your favourite things to do that aren’t 
necessarily productive? Why do you enjoy those things? 
What actions or activities make you feel the most productive 
and why?

2. What do you think of the idea that the old command is 
essentially “love each other,” and the new command from 
Jesus is “watch how I love you…”?   
 
3. How is your view of God changing because of this 
teaching series? 

4. How do you engage with the image of God as gardener?  

5. What do you think about the idea that we can grow while 
just simply being in God’s presence? 
 
6. Describe a time in your life when God pruned you so you 
would grow closer to Him. Was it a good process? Why or 
why not? What was the result of the pruning? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Living God who is active in your world,
speaking life and truth, 
inviting people to discover your way - 

would you remind us today just how tenacious your love is.  

How it tracks us down and finds us when we hide.
How it comes to us even when we have turned and walked 
away.

God of grace - when we catch sight of your love, we pray 
that it might captivate our hearts and soften our stance that 
we might we turn and run toward your embrace. 

Where we have experienced that welcome and been shy to 
share that story, might we be bold, knowing that you are 
already at work in the places we have not yet ventured. 

Thank you for grace that shines into the darkest places and 
moments of our stories…  
 
And thank you for already being there. 

Amen


