
Series: One Last Thing  
Week 4  

Read: John 16  
 
SUMMARY: 
John 16 tell us about Jesus’ words to his disciples about the 
Holy Spirit coming after he joins the father in heaven. 

Christianity is not just a nice set of ideas - it’s the conviction 
that the divine desires to reside in and through us, and that 
every breath - every time our chest rises and falls, every 
second of every day, is an opportunity to commune with the 
creator… and that can only help change us for the better. 

See, in Jesus’ imagination there is a force in the world that 
will accuse and ridicule and tear down and interrogate us. 
And that voice, if listened to, will lead to more walls and 
hatred and violence and disintegration.  

And then there is a force, an Advocate, that will defend and 
encourage and comfort and guide us.  
 
And that voice, if listened to, will fill us with breath and invite 
the divine to take up residence in us…

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. Have you ever followed a guide for a tour, hike, or 
something similar? Was your guide effective or ineffective? 
Why? Do you think you could have had an equally 
successful or more successful trip without the guide?

2. Is it easy or difficult for you to depend on other people for 
help? What do you think it looks like to depend on God?  
 
3. How do you engage with the image of the Spirit as 
“Advocate”? How does that image reform in relation to evil 
being represented as “Accuser”?   

4. Do you sense any invitation from God in this story? 

5. What do you think of the idea that the living breath of God 
is present within us right now? Does that encourage you or 
change the way you see anything right now?
 
6. Do you have an experience that you can only chalk up to 
the movement or action of the Spirit of God? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of love,
who stands above the lines we draw and the groups we 
create and the ways in which we divide ourselves into 
smaller and smaller units…
would you continue to invite us to love as you do;

across artificial barriers and through our prejudice into love 
that reshapes the world around us. 

Where we have embraced our tribal identities, perhaps with 
more excitement than our shared humanity…
Where we have excluded others instead of finding ourselves 
in you…
Where we have believed that there is more that separates us 
than the welcome that unites us…

We repent. 
And we ask that you might help us do better.

Where we need some pruning or where we need to leave old 
patterns and habits behind.  
Where change needs to come - would you grant us courage?
Where pain has scared us away, where rejection has injured
and where guilt and shame have driven us to look inward - 
would you bring healing to us?
 
And most of all, might we come to know your spirit in and 
through us to the world; bringing healing and hope and hints 
of the kingdom as we go.

Amen


