
SYNOPSIS
 
Holy Week tells us the truth about our suffering and the suffering 
of the world - that it is not only seen, but it is felt and used by God.  

The idea for this sermon came from a moment in my kitchen a 
month or so ago.  Our window is north facing and from our condo 
on the third floor of our building I can see Nose Hill.  I started to 
imagine what it might have been like for Jesus to set his face on 
Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, kind of like I was facing Nose 
Hill.  

What was ahead for him was his suffering.  But not only was he 
setting his sights on his suffering, but he was motivated by having 
seen so much of ours.  Through the ancient spiritual direction 
language of fragmentation and transformation, we walked through 
the parts of the story that come together to form the whole: 
locations, citations, and symbols.  

Jesus came to this one location in Jerusalem so he can come to 
all locations, especially where we’re hurting and afraid.  Jesus 
fulfilled the words of the prophets not with violence, but with 
humility.  Everyday symbols like those of prophets and empires 
are never too twisted that they are out of the reach from God’s 
meaningful, transformative touch.  

Transformation like this is brutal and frightening at first.  But if we 
really want the world to change it’s got something to do with this 
nonviolent road to Jerusalem, where the eternal one rode a 
donkey so we could find a new way home.  

Welcome to Holy Week.

DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Matthew 21:1-11

1. How are you marking Holy week this year?

2. When reading the description of Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, what emotions does it evoke for you? What 
part of the scene is most vivid in your mind?

3. “The Messiah arrives with friends, ready to show the world 
what power can look like when it’s lowly and not marked by 
hatred for enemies or fear of others.” How does Jesus’ 
entering his role as messiah change how you view power in 
the world? 

4. Bobbi talked about the ways we avoid pain. She described 
how she used retail therapy to avoid the sadness of missing 
life in Vancouver, and how St. Hubert went hunting to avoid 
the pain of his wife’s death. What are some of the ways that 
you’ve observed yourself avoiding pain?

5. Bobbi told the story of her cousin’s battle with cancer and 
the ways that grief after his death shaped their family. Has 
there been a trial in your life that has become truly identity 
shaping?



FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. Thanks so 
much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, 
Home Church Leaders!       
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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