
Series: Palm Sunday 2018  
 
Read: John 12:12-50  
 
SUMMARY: 
Holy week begins with Jesus and his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. The crowds that have already been following him 
join with the many more who have been camping outside the 
city in preparation for the passover festival. They all welcome 
Jesus by waving palm branches, shouting and proclaiming 
him as the Messiah.  
At the same time every year, on the other side of the city, 
Rome makes a statement by having their own processional, 
having Pilate arrive in the city with an entire Roman Legion, 
showcasing Rome’s might and power over Israel.  

Despite the misled nationalistic fervour that is whipped up in 
the crowd welcoming Jesus, his march into Jerusalem is not 
as a conquering, political Messiah. 

There are always two ways to do anything - and in Jesus, 
God says absolutely no to coercive force, or violence, or 
power or religion -  
even if means riding helplessly toward a war horse on a 
donkey…

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. What has been your experience of child dedications and 
infant baptisms - either participating yourself, as a family, or 
as part of the church? What do you think of the call of the 
church to be the church for these young ones?

2. Do you have any memories of Palm Sunday? 
 
3. Do you have any stories of getting caught up in the power 
and fervour of a crowd - either good fervour or misled 
fervour?

4. What was said this week that stood out to you? Why do 
you think that particular moment stood out?

5. What do you think about the statement that war is never 
the way to peace? 
 
6. When have your expectations about God been different 
from the way he has revealed himself to you?



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Lord who enters out lives - 
often from left field and in ways we are unprepared for, 

might we notice you with us today, leading in quiet 
confidence, humble on a donkey in grace and peace amidst 
a world that clamours for volume and strength and power. 

As we rehearse your entry, and as we approach your final 
steps towards your cross, would you awaken us to the truth 
and beauty of your example not only that you come,
but how and why and for whom you are willing to give your 
life. 

Might we then follow those steps in humble service to all we 
encounter with grace and peace and confidence that you are 
our king.  
 
We praise and bless you, ever-living God, for the acts of love 
by which you redeem the world through Jesus Christ. 
 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Amen


