
Series: Proverbs
Week: 1  
 
Read: Proverbs 1:1-2, 8-9

     7:6-23 
     8:1-11, 22-31  

  
SUMMARY: 

The wisdom literature of the bible holds truth for people in 
many different circumstances. In the church calendar, the 
weeks between Pentecost and Advent are known as ordinary 
time. It seems fitting then, that we dive into a new series 
around the book of Proverbs— a book that holds wisdom for 
how to live well, in the most ordinary moments of our daily 
lives. 

This week we talked about wisdom and isolation. The text we 
read in Proverbs depicts a young man who chooses the path 
of folly instead of that of wisdom. Through these poems we 
find that the path of foolishness leads to isolation— from God 
and from those around us. The path of wisdom, on the other 
hand, leads to life and blessing. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Can you think of someone (it can be a friend, a family 
member, or someone you’ve never met) who you feel 
embodies wisdom?

2. We often find wisdom in surprising places— in a song, a 
movie, or the words of a friend. Where is one place that 
you’ve recently encountered wisdom?
 
3. How should we discern between the voice of wisdom and 
the voice of folly? 

4. In Luke 7 Jesus responds to those who criticize him for 
spending time with sinners by saying that “wisdom is proven 
right by all her children.” What do you think he meant?

5. This week we talked about how proverbs aren’t promises, 
they are truths to live into. What do you think it looks like to 
live into wisdom?
 
6. Is there a place in your life right now where you need or 
want wisdom? If you don’t have one at the moment, how 
have you sought wisdom in the past?



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of all wisdom,

Will you help us to take a long look at the ordinary details of 
our lives.
If we have kept company with folly— on a path that has led 
to our isolation—
Will you meet us and show us the way back to you?
Your grace meets us in this honest place. 

If we are in the flow of your wisdom— on a path that is lively 
and joyful—
Will you show us how to share your sage-wisdom with others
In ways that are gentle, kind, and transformative.
Your power meets us in this generous place. 

Jesus, you show us the way 
Spirit, you teach all that we need to know
God our Maker, make us wise in your company we pray, 

Amen.


