
Psalms: Part 9 - August 28, 2016

Read Psalm 66

1. Did you watch the Tragically Hip concert? What music 
has been really speaking to you lately?

2. We talked about how we sometimes think of church 
and worship as places we go to escape pain or to just find 
happiness. What do you think of this, or what has your 
experience been?

3. Jeremy suggested that seeing ourselves as part 
of God's story of creation and redemption is something 
we can "latch" onto in our hard times to gain perspective. 
Do you agree? In your times of struggle, what might you 
do to find comfort in this perspective? 

4. How might you offer this perspective to a friend, while 
holding the tension that the perspective doesn't make the 
pain "all better"? 

5. What’s your definition of abundance? How did you 
respond to Jeremy's perspective that abundance is 
having what we need to get by? Where in your life might it 
be helpful to reset your expectation of blessing?

6. Do you have a gratitude practice? If so, what is 
it? Perhaps digging a little deeper than being short of time 
and energy, what gets in the way of a gratitude practice? 

SYNOPSIS
 
Both our joy and our pain are connected to the larger part 
of God’s story. Now the question is — what does this 
mean for our conversation earlier about the inconsistency 
of life? Does this mean that because there is good in the 
cosmos we should smile even when there is hurt in our 
personal world?
The answer is: of course not… one simply doesn’t cancel 
the other out — that’s not how it works. `You can be 
joyously celebrating one thing in your life even as you are 
deeply pained by another - and neither of those lose their 
meaning or significance.
The recognition this psalm brings is that we have the 
opportunity to expand the scope of our story 
to hurt deeply about the specific — even as we 
acknowledge the goodness of God that surrounds us.

And that does not need to be a contradiction, despite how 
hard it can be to hold onto in certain moments.

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each 
of you are interested in sending in a question each week 
that you think would be good for discussion. You are the 
ones leading through these every week and know what 
flies and what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective 
in the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and 
I’ll throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check www.commons.church/events for all 
the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel
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