
Series: Ritual
Week: 1  
 
Read: Genesis 1

Ephesians 2:8-9  
 
SUMMARY: 

As we step into summer many of our routines and rhythms 
begin to shift. This week we started a new series about ritual
— the patterns we consciously or unconsciously follow that 
make up our daily lives. We started the conversation by 
talking about work, and the ways in which we can find peace 
in the balance between work and rest. 

If what drives our imagination of work is hoping we won’t 
have to, that’s a problem— because work was created by 
God to be holy. In fact, the very beginning of Genesis starts 
with God doing work. And then humanity is tasked with doing 
more of the same— more work. They are instructed to take 
care of the land around them, and be fruitful, and to 
reproduce. Work wasn’t originally supposed to be just about 
surviving. It was (and is) the way we participate with God in 
the ongoing creation of the world. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What was the first job you’ve ever had?

2. How do you typically think of the work you do right now? 
Has this changed over time, or as you’ve changed 
occupations?
 
3. This week we talked about how the creation story 
highlights something about God, rather than something 
about “the beginning”. What do you think about the fact that 
God working seems to be at the centre of this creation story?

4. Has their been a time when you’ve discovered God or 
encountered God in a new way through the work you do?

5. How do you think we can find balance between seeing our 
jobs as a means to earn money and seeing them as a means 
of participating in God’s creative work?
 
6. Part of what it means that you are made in the image of 
God is that you “image” God to creation, similar to how a 
portrait portrays a person. What attributes of God (e.g. 
mercy, care, order, justice, creativity, beauty, etc.) do you 
think your work particularly reflects to others?



BENEDICTION/PRAYER:

Loving and gracious God, 

As we imagine our work and it’s place in our worship of you 
might we come to see our entire selves 
invested in the story of your grace 

might we come to understand that to be made in your image  
is to be modelled after one who creates and cultivates and guides 
and works for good continually  
and as we find our place in that story, 
as we begin to partner with you in the ongoing creation of the 
world around us, 

might we come to see our every step— 
at work and at rest and at play—  
as part of this larger kingdom. 

If we struggle with our work today, 
might you help us find peace in our rhythms 
to discover meaning in our contributions 
and to know there is calling beneath the surface of every task. 

If we look for work today, 
might you help us to find challenges that satisfy 
and opportunities that provide for our needs. 

might we understand that true work is more than a pay check 
and that if we can notice it — you are there bring dignity to our 
contributions  

in all things— God who creates— 
might we become more like you 
and might our work contribute to the story of your world.  

Amen 

 


