
Series: Romans 
Week 2  
Read: Romans 5:1-11

Summary: 
Romans chapter 5 is a hinge point in Paul’s letter to the 
church in Rome. In comes in between his arguments in the 
two halves of the book. Chapter 5 takes on a different tone 
than some of the other chapters.  
 
Paul talks about how we are all justified through the faith and 
grace of Jesus, and that there is nothing we can do to make 
God love us any more or less.  
 
In this chapter is also the famous verse about rejoicing in 
suffering because suffering produces perseverance, 
perseverance; character, and character; hope. We spent 
time talking about how true hope is formed from our 
character that is made stronger by persevering through 
suffering. God rebuilds us, remakes us, and renews our 
hearts and minds into new versions of ourselves that have 
access to this true hope. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. What is the most intense fight, physical or non-physical, 
that you have ever been in with a friend or family member?
How did you reconcile your relationship with that person? 

2. What stands out to you the most as you read these 11 
verses? Why do you think that is?   
 
3. Have you encountered any teaching within the church or 
broader Christianity that minimizes or overlooks - perhaps 
intentionally - the role of suffering in the Christian life? How is 
this a misunderstanding of the gospel?  

4. What does it mean to you to be justified?   

5. How do we live out hope as a constant way of life when 
we get hurt or hurt the ones we love?  
 
6. Do you have an experience that you went through that you 
can point to how it shaped your character? And did coming 
through that experience offer you more hope for either 
yourself or someone else? Can you explain? 
 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God - in these moments together as your people, we 
gather in this space and we prepare our hearts and 
minds to engage with you;
to engage with your story, and to be shaped by it.  
 
God would you use the words of one of your first radical 
converts to bring us deeper into the conversation that 
you are hoping to have with your people. 

Would Paul’s story become part of our story, today.  
And as always, would your story continue to welcome 
our own. 
Help us to see, through these powerful words from Paul, 
that we all stand in grace - and that we are enough. 

God we pray that you would engage our minds with your 
story, and that that would shape how we think and act 
and live.  
We also ask that you would engage our hearts with that 
same story - and that that would shape how we feel and 
act and live.
 
God be with each of us - your children that you created 
and that you love. 

Amen. 


