
Part 3 - May 14, 2017

SYNOPSIS:
This week we talked about how the gospel is the fact that 
God is always faithful to us - regardless of our perceived 
perfection or brokenness. 
In these verses, Paul weaves together some poetry from the 
Psalms about the sinfulness of all of us and that inevitably 
every embarrassing thing we allow out of our mouths started 
in our throat, was formed with our tongue, was passed 
through our lips, and at every moment along the way - we 
could have stopped it…
We can pay attention to what is happening with us -
because properly understood, it’s one the best ways to 
shape the person you want to become. 
If our worst moments move through our throats, to our 
tongues, to our lips, to our mouths - then our best moments 
will come through our awareness, to our intentions, to our 
choices, to our outcomes…

Paul pulls together 6 different passages to make his point, 
and the basic theme is that people mess up; they are violent 

and hurtful and selfish and arrogant even in the face of a 
loving God. 
But what Paul has realized in his encounter with Jesus is that 
Good news was never about playing by the rules anyway. It 
was always only ever about trusting God to do good for you.

READ: Romans 3:9-20
 
QUESTIONS:

1. Do you consider yourself a rule follower or rule breaker? 
How important  are "the rules" to you in your faith? 

2. Could you relate to the weaving together of Psalm 5, 140, 
and 10? Have you had an experience where hurtful or angry 
words came out of you that you regret? Do you agree with 
Jeremy that this happens when we aren't aware of our 
emotions? 

3. Are there any actions/behaviours/habits that you are trying 
to change now by changing the way you think? 

4. Does the Christian faith feel rule-bound to you? 

5. Does the thought of letting go of the rules as the way to 
righteousness feel risky?  
 
6. Do you have any thoughts about implementing new 
rhythms to reform yourself from the inside out: i.e.: 
“If you wish you were a more kind person, start with more 
kind thoughts. If you wish you were more generous
then stop searching the internet for things you’ll buy when 
you get rich. If you want to be the kind of person others turn 
to when they need support, then put your phone in your 
pocket and be present to them even when they’re not in a 
crisis.”



NEW GROUP MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
 
It’s pretty fun that Commons is still growing. This also means 
that our number of home groups is growing - as of today we 
have 27 groups with about 300 people in them. As the staff 
look to be able to do pastoral care well, we will be leaning a 
little more on home groups and their leaders. Your care and 
leadership for the people in your group is already one of the 
most valuable things we have going for us as a church. 

What we are looking to do moving forward is using Planning 
Center Groups to help keep better track of who is involved in 
home groups. What this means for you is that we need to 
have you track who is in/out and attending your group via 
your group page - this way we as pastors know who we 
might need to follow up with. 
With this many people attending groups, your helping this 
way will really streamline and help make pastoral care more 
immediate and effective for everyone who calls Commons 
“home.”  
 
Here’s what’s next (and what I’ll be harassing you about as 
we move toward getting this set up completely): 
 
Follow this link (www.commons.churchcenteronline.com/
groups) to the groups page for all the Commons Home 
Groups, and click on your group.You’ll get an email login 
request and then be able to login.  
From there, make sure the list of who is in your group is 
correct, and update if necessary - we might not have all the 
correct information. 
- set up your location (or your usual spot if you rotate) 
- set up your regular meeting schedule/events - this will 
allow you to begin tracking attendance

 
 
 
Once this is done, each time you have an “event” or get 
together with your group, you’ll be able to click on the event 
(this can be done on your phone too) and choose to take 
attendance.  
 
This seems like a long way to go from where we are now, 
where we haven’t asked much of you other than being 
yourselves and caring for those that have come your way 
into your group. As I said before, we’re not trying to over-
control anything in this regard, we are really looking toward 
best practices for caring for an already large and still growing 
church.  
 
If you need any help getting this set up, please let me know! 
Thanks for doing everything you already do! 

joel@commons.church  
587.225.0255
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