
Part 4 - May 21, 2017

SYNOPSIS:
For Paul, salvation is not just a transaction between you and 
God - where you believe the right things and he saves you 
because of it. No, for Paul salvation is a dynamic relationship 
where you come to understand that God is faithful to you and 
you learn to trust him or believe in him because of that 
faithfulness. 
 
Paul is not downplaying the significance of our faith - he is 
uplifting and making central the faithfulness of Jesus. Jesus 
is the culmination, the completion, the fulfilment of everything 
that has been unfolding throughout human history. 

The problem is - as Paul has already said - we all mess up 
and we all fall short, and so that break in relationship needs 
to be overcome - it needs to be mended; we need to be 
healed.

Christ is faithful to take up that task on our behalf - he 
absorbs the worst that humanity can do to a person and he is 
still righteous and graceful in response. 

He makes forgiveness complete and he invites us into that 
experience though faith.

In christ you are made at one with God…
that’s the good news.

READ: Romans 3:21-26
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Have you been able to engage in this series so far? Has it 
been easy or difficult for you? How do you feel about Paul? 

2. In the recap of last week, we mentioned that it can 
sometimes feel like Paul has a pessimistic view of humanity - 
how is your view of humanity? 

3. Jeremy used the language of a “cosmic purchase” to 
describe the limitations of a transactional faith in God - 
have you had previous understandings or experiences where 
the idea of salvation was transactional (you believe the right 
things and God saves you because of it)?

4. We talked about how God doesn’t need to be appeased to 
forgive us or swayed to favour us (propitiation & expiation) - 
can you think of ways that we still default into this thinking?

5. Can you think of an example of when you received 
undeserved favour - How did you respond? Did you feel a 
sense that you had to repay or earn something back? Can 
you think of an example where you experienced undeserved 
hurt or loss - how did you respond? Does anything from this 
weeks discussion give you any perspective on undeserved 
favour and undeserved loss?  



 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

“Wherever you used to go
and take your guilt and shame 
and make your sacrifice 
and try to repair your relationship with God…

or if you’re familiar with the idea of taking a bribe to the gods
to appease them in an attempt to buy their love
and bypass their anger -

all of that has been replaced by the God who comes to 
you.

A God who doesn't ask for sacrifices but who becomes the 
sacrifice.
A God who takes on all the requirements of all the religions 
systems and says:  
 
“it’s done…

you don't need this anymore
because I’ve come to you
so you can come to me

and sit, and eat, and talk, and rest, and know that you will 
never need to buy your place in my presence again…” 
 
Amen
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