
Series: Truth to Power  
Week 1  

Read: Amos chapters 1-2

Summary: 

Amos shows us that to speak truth to power is to name the 
great darkness and heaviness and evil that are all around us. 
To stand in solidarity with the weak, and to grieve over the 
powerful’s loss of humanity. 

Amos shows us is that maybe the voices we need to listen to 
can come out of nowhere. Maybe the truth we need to hear 
is brutal before it is beautiful. And maybe, speaking up and 
listening are two sides of a very important coin called 
prophetic justice.  

Prophets have this way of unsettling us. They always, always 
get to the heart of the matter. And the thing about listening to 
their stories and their speeches is that they disturb us, 
because deep down we know they’re right.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. Would you rather be able to eat as much as you want 
with no weight gain, or require only 3 hours of sleep a 
day?

2. As we begin a new year together, where have you 
been most aware of God’s presence?  
 
3. Are there moments in your life that have served as 
confrontations, waking you up to what’s important?   

4. What voices inform your worldview? How do you find 
or pay attention to voices outside your social status, 
peer groups, political preferences?   

5. What are some “outside of normal” voices that have 
shaped you?  
 
6. Did anything that was said this week make you think 
differently about God or about yourself? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God our maker and sustainer – You have a way of 
equipping people to get our attention, to remind us of 
how uncontainable you are, and how connected we are. 

Will you wake us up to your passion and grace for all.
Will you show us the nature of the power we live with, 
the power we need to resist, and the power of 
generosity that leads to life everlasting.  
The fullness of life is not something we’re waiting 
around for; it is something Jesus invites us to live right 
now.  Holy Spirit you are here.  We give you thanks for 
how you teach us.

We acknowledge that the message of Amos can be 
hard for us to take in, and even harder for us to live out.
Will you invite us into the life of your son, one who gives 
power, and life, away. 

With your Spirit, will you show us the places in our lives 
where we can work for justice - where we can listen to 
and speak out truth to power

And on this prophetic path, may our joy be complete in 
you.  

You are beautiful, and patient, and sometimes terrifying 
too.  
O what a mystery you are, and still we rest in your love.  
Amen. 


