
Series: Truth to Power  
Week 3  

Read: Amos chapters 7-9, Mark 3:1-6

Summary: 

Amos shows us that to speak truth to power is to name the 
great darkness and heaviness and evil that are all around us. 
To stand in solidarity with the weak, and to grieve over the 
powerful’s loss of humanity. 
But not just that! It’s also to become poets and prophets of 
hope… training our imaginations to see beyond what 
Brueggeman calls the ‘grandiose pretension of the present’. 

Which is just another way of talking about how our 
circumstances often limit our ability to imagine things ever 
changing - and that there are so many ways that the present 
can hold us captive.
 
Because to trust the Divine is to trust that our present does 
not have to be the future, and as hope-filled followers of the 
God we see in Christ, we should always be sharing our 
vision of what might be. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. If you could master one skill you don’t have right now, 
what would it be?

2. What emotions do you feel when you think about the 
future?  
 
3. How and when do you get angry? Which of these are 
rooted in your personality, and which are rooted in 
noticing injustices?  

4. Did anything that was said this week change the way 
you thought about God’s anger?  

5. What elements of our culture tend to rob you of peace 
and hope? What does it look like to have the hope of 
Christ in these realities?  
 
6. When have you seen God bring restoration out of 
despair?



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God…
parent, saviour, and helper…
we ask that you would guide us as we meet these texts 
again. Help us to be open to your transforming work in 
us in the moments to come.

Thank you for the great reversals we find in the 
scripture. How, like in Amos, we come to see you in new 
ways. How our misguided image of you is corrected by 
your good Spirit.
We’re grateful… but we’re also aware of all that is 
broken, and heavy, and dark around us. And we need 
your help to become hope-filled people. And we ask that 
you would begin to shape our imagination for what your 
Kingdom looks like here and now. How we can respond 
in simple ways to your invitation.

Keep us from the temptation of fruitless anger, and 
instead help us to be sensitive to injustice and abuse. 
Form us in the image of Jesus… so that we are willing 
to speak, and willing to act, and willing to serve with all 
our strength.
 
Amen. 


