
Part of our tradition here at Commons is that as we begin 
eastertide together we start with something we call vision 
Sunday. This is our chance to look forward at the coming 
year as we plan for the fall but also it is a chance for us as 
individuals to reflect on our vision for ourselves in the light of 
resurrection. 
We read in Acts chapter 1, after Jesus comes back and is 
having a meal, his disciples ask him “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus responds 
along the lines of Listen, sorry guys the kingdom isn't coming 
back to Jerusalem, the kingdom is moving out from 
Jerusalem… so yes, to answer your question, the kingdom 
has come, it’s just not what you expected…
Sometimes some of our ideas and some of our experiences,  
some of the ways we approached the world need to stay in 
the grave. Resurrection is about bringing something new and 
beautiful out of what has died.

So we are preparing for this next season together as a 
church, and we don’t know exactly what it will be, but we do 
know it will be new and it will be life giving and it will be 
guided by God - so we're excited to move forward. 
And yet at the same time every single one of us are being 
invited by God to experience resurrection in our lives right 
now - life where we thought there was death, and hope were 
we thought it was gone - but part of that is believing that 
resurrection is always in front of you inviting you into 
something new.
That’s what eastertide and what vision Sunday is all about: 
that we might invite God to help us see - not just were 
resurrection was - but where resurrection is leading us.  
God is not behind you cheering you on, God is in front of you 
inviting you to new life.
You can’t go through life acting like the most interesting part 
of your story is behind you, because that’s not resurrection…



QUESTIONS:

1. What "next step" do you think you might like to take next in 
Commons life? Can you imagine yourself playing a role at 
the new site?   

2. What qualities do you think make good home church 
leaders and dinner party hosts? Do you see any of those 
qualities in yourself?  

3. How have you experienced the difference between 
resuscitation and resurrection? Do you find the distinction 
important?   

4. Are you comfortable sharing what you write on your vision 
circle? How could the group support you in growing into this 
vision?

NEW GROUP MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
 
It’s pretty fun that Commons is still growing. This also means 
that our number of home groups is growing - as of today we 
have 27 groups with about 300 people in them. As the staff 
look to be able to do pastoral care well, we will be leaning a 
little more on home groups and their leaders. Your care and 
leadership for the people in your group is already one of the 
most valuable things we have going for us as a church. 

What we are looking to do moving forward is using Planning 
Center Groups to help keep better track of who is involved in 
home groups. What this means for you is that we need to 
have you track who is in/out and attending your group via 
your group page - this way we as pastors know who we 
might need to follow up with. 

With this many people attending groups, your helping this 
way will really streamline and help make pastoral care more 
immediate and effective for everyone who calls Commons 
“home.”  
 
Here’s what’s next (and what I’ll be harassing you about as 
we move toward getting this set up completely): 
 
Follow this link (www.commons.churchcenteronline.com/
groups) to the groups page for all the Commons Home 
Groups, and click on your group. Make sure the list of who is 
in your group is correct, and update if necessary - we might 
not have all the correct information. 
- set up your location (or your usual spot if you rotate) 
- set up your regular meeting schedule/events - this will 
allow you to begin tracking attendance
 
Once this is done, each time you have an “event” or get 
together with your group, you’ll be able to click on the event 
(this can be done on your phone too) and choose to take 
attendance.  
 
This seems like a long way to go from where we are now, 
where we haven’t asked much of you other than being 
yourselves and caring for those that have come your way 
into your group. As I said before, we’re not trying to over-
control anything in this regard, we are really looking toward 
best practices for caring for an already large and still growing 
church.  
 
If you need any help getting this set up, please let me know! 
Thanks for doing everything you already do! 

joel@commons.church  
587.225.0255
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